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u ndertake n i n t he pa st . Some t i me s t he y ' r e f r u i t f ul ; ma n y t i m e s
t hey a r e n ' t . But i t i s my ho p e t ha t i f we de c i d e , i f t he r e ' s a n
expression of support for this, that we undertake a serious
s tudy and t h a t i t wou l d t ak e a f a i r amo un t o f t i me , and t ha t we
would come back with any suggestions by next sessic . and I would
hope t h a t w e ' d b e l o o k ing a t b i g p i c t u r e i t e ms here : ho w c oul d
we organize ourselves i n a more e f f i c i e n t wa y, bot h f r om t he
standpoint of government and education, from top to bottom; how
c ould our t a x s y s tem be a more equi t a bl e o r e f f i ci e n t t a x s y s t em
t han what i t i s . Thi s wou l d n ot be a n e a s y t a s k , but I t hi nk
i t ' s one t ha t ne e ds t o be und e r t a k e n . One of t ne t hi ng s t ha t
has struck me in years past but it's probably more noticeable I
think to me th is year, is that the way we ourselves even are
organize d wi t hi n t he Leg i s l a t u r e . We put a l ot o f
responsibility on the Appropriations Committee. We expect them
to be experts in education, health and human s e rvices, i n the
judiciary area, corrections. Basically all the major areas they
are expected t o b e pretty much experts. On t h e other hand,
those of us wh o serve on oth e r com mittees, w hether it be
Education or Health and Human Services, we delve into great
detai l i n our r espe c t i v e sub j e c t ar eas but we ' r e not on
A ppropriat i on s C ommittee and we don ' t see s ome of t h e d e t a i l
t hat t h e y s e e i n t e r m s o f t he f i na nc e s . And I t h i nk Adr i a n
Smith , Se na t o r Smi t h ' s , a m e ndment t o d a y i s a n e x a mpl e o f t ha t .
We have Hea l t h a n d H uman Se r v i c e s t h at ha s a l ot o f ex pe r t i se i n
a given area, but we do have significant decisions bei"g made by
t he Appropr i a t i o n s C omni t t e e . And I don ' t . . . I ' m n ot sugge s t i ng
t hat t hi s s t udy woul d r e or g a n i z e t ha t f or us , but t ha t ' s j ust
one minor example of I think the big picture t hat we need to
look at for years to come in how we best equip ourselves to deal
with t he c ha l l e n g e s t h a t a r e not go i ng t o e nd i n 2 0 0 3 . The t a x
problems aren't going to end. The need for money, the need for
government is not going to end, and it's always good, I think,
to look at how we could become a li ttle be tter or derly h o use
than wh a t we ar e , a nd so I s ugge s t t h i s . I f y ou f e e l y ou ' d
rather not do it in the bill, I' ll try to introduce it as an
interim study as wel l , b ut I th ink it has a little bit more
meaning and a little bit more emphasis, it does mean w e really
mean i t , i f we put i t i n t he l aw a nd e s p e c ia l l y i f i t ' s i n t he
m ainline appropriations bill. So that's the purpose of i t ,
Nr. Pres ident . Tha n k y ou .
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