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SENATOR Dw. PEDERSEN: Tha nk you, Mr. President, a nd all I'm
going to do is talk here a little bit and I'm going to pull this
amendment . I f Se n a t o r Sch i m e k h a d b e e n s u c c e s s f u l i n g e t t i n g
the other amendment removed, I would hav e be en more ser ious
about this amendment, and this amendment was to do exactly what
t he App r o p r i a t i on s C o mmi t t ee h ad t a l ke d ab o u t e a r l i e r , a nd t h a t
is to close the facility at the Work Ethic Camp in McCook, and
t o c l o s e t h e j u ve n i l e f a c i l i t y . And i t ' s no t t h a t we wa n t
to . . . tha t I wan t ed t o c l o se t he m n e w i n s t i t u t i o n s , b u t I ha v e
s ome compar i s o n , b a s i c a l l y , t h a t wa s o n t h i s s am e s he e t t h a t I
h anded o u t y e s t e r da y . A l o t o f p e o p l e d o n ' t r e a l i ze t h a t we
have a very, very good system in our Department of C o r rections,
yes, I'm pa tting t hem on the b ack for this, for their work
r e leas e p r og r a m . A t t he CCC L , t he Co mmuni t y Co r r e c t i o n Ce n t e r ,
L inco l n , wh i ch I h o pe so m e o f t h em w o r k d e t a i l p eo p l e t h a t g o
out and work fo r us wi l l go ove r an d t ak e car e of t hi s emp t y
f ac i l i t y s ome d a y i f a l l t h i s come s t o p a s s , a n d wi l l g o ov e r
t here a n d f i x t he mea l s wi t h t h e k i t ch e n t h a t ' s a l r e ad y t h e r e
a nd f e ed t he i nma t e s t ha t a r e i n D & E , b e c au s e i t ' s g o i ng t o
h ave t o b e t a k e n c a r e o f . I d o n ' t t h i n k we sh o u l d wa l k awa y
f rom t h e b u i l d i ng a nd l e a ve i t u n ca r ed - f o r . We h a v e i nm a t e s w h o
can do that. We have a CCCO in Omaha, Community Correction
C enter in Omaha T hese are facilities that the d e partment h a s
n ever r e a l l y ca me t o t a l k t o u s ab o u t t h a t t h e y sh ou l d b e so
proud of . Abo u t ha l f of t hem i n mates ar e on wo r k r e l ease ; go
out i n t o t h e c omm u n i t y u n su p e r v i s ed a nd w o rk j o b s . Th e o t he r
half are on work detail, the same identical type of work that
the p e op l e i n t h e Wo r k Et h i c Ca mp ar e do i ng , wo r k d e t a i l . Th e
people in the work release center also get GED and alcohol/drug
programming, but they do it at nights and weekends, and some of
i t t h ey g o ou t i n t o t h e c om mun i t y a n d d o . I d o n ' t se e wh y we
c oul d no t ch a n g e t h e W o r k Et h i c Ca m p i n t o d o i n g t ha t sa m e t h i n g
a nd, instead of costing u s som ething like $60,000, I thin k
they' ve brought t hat dow n so m e bu t it's $23,956 times 3, so
you' ve go t a l l t h i s mon ey i n t o o n e b e d . Th e wo r k r e l e a se
center, compared to that, is $15,602. Now it might be a little
bit more if they' re all on work detail, but a little bit mor e.
Nothin g n e a r t o wh a t t he y ' r e do i ng . I t h i n k t ha t t h a t p l a c e
c ould be run far more better and next year I will be looking a t
o f f e r i n g a b i l l t o ch a ng e t h a t i n t o a wo r k r e l e a s e ce n t e r , wh i c h
I t h i n k t he y ' r e d o i ng t h e sa m e t h i n g . I t wo u l dn ' t be t h e s i x
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