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SENATOR CHAMBERS: Was the Governor the driving force behind its
happening'P

SENATOR BURLING: It would seem to me he was, even though later
on we had the facility used with INS.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: R ight. But t hat is not a sta t e fun ction;
that is connected with the federal government.

SENATOR BURLING: Ye s .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: T ha t ' s a l l t ha t I wi l l a sk y o u . Tha n k y o u .

SENATOR BURLING: Th a n k y o u .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Membe r s of the Leg i slature, the idea of
c los i n g a f a c i l i t y i s n o t n ew . And i t wa s no t d o ~ b y t h e
Legi s l a t u r e . And t he L eg i s l a t u r e d i d n o t ove r r i de t ha t
decision. Rega rdless of w hat h as been sai d th us fa r, no
compelling re ason has been given for us to change the decision
t hat w e m ad e l a s t n i g h t . Wh a t k i n d o f L eg i s l a t u r e i s i t wh i ch ,
after extensive d ebate, m a kes a d ecision on a serious issue,
then, because two or three Senators are opposed to it, an d the
Governo r g o e s t o t h e me d i a a nd sa y s h e ' l l v e t o t h e wh o l e b u d g e t ,
we s ho u l d t h e r e f o r e c ha n g e ou r d e c i s i o n ' P We l l , ma yb e w e c o u l d
look at it this way. Le t ' s say it ' s a war o f w ill s between
myself, meaning Senator Chambers, and Governor Johanns. He says
h e' l l ve t o t h e wh o l e b u d ge t b i l l , p e r h ap s , i f t h i s i s i n i t .
Maybe I can avoid doing that by saying, if it's not in it, I can
help p r e v e n t a bu d g e t b i l l f r o m p a s s i n g . An d t h en we wi l l b e
here in a special session. We w ill all start over together.
But there is nothing to say that if he vetoed an e n t ire bud get
bi l l t h a t th e r e wou l d n o t b e 3 0 v o t e s t o ov e r r i d e h i s v e t o . And
for him to make that kind of threat over an issue like this is
irresponsible, when he gave what he called his rationale. The
Approp r i a t i on s Co m m it t e e h a s n o t st i f l e d an y d eb a t e . Wi t h ou t
a ny participation from me, you all discussed an a lternative t o
the budget, much of which the Governor approved of, endlessly
yesterday. Went on and on and on. No debate was stifled.
Senato r Er dma n ' s , who s e p r op o s a l i t wa s , I b e l i e v e h e ' s t h e o ne
who stood up an d s a i d bo t h o f hi s arms a r e s t i l l hea l t hy ,
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