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FLOOR DEBATE

LB 46 , 4 0 7N ay 14 , 2 0 0 3

We h a v e d i s cu s s i o n i n he r e t h a t g o e s fo r e i g ht h o u r s t ha t , wi t h
all due respect, sometimes doesn't do much, and it doesn' t
become a subject of talk radio or newspapers or w hatever. I
haven't read the papers, but I understand they' re going to be
fun to read tonight. I read the papers at night. I understand
there's actually something in them worth reading. G ood. I
u nders t a n d t h a t wh at we d i d wa s a su b j e c t o f t a l k r a d i o . I ' m
glad. Bec ause this (inaudible) of the public, where they
just...where they never ask any questions, they don't have an
understanding of what we' re doing or why we' re doing it, even
when we' re reversing course, has got t o end. I'm ver y
appreciative of what the written media did with regard to the
Community Corrections Working G roup effort . And more than
a ppreci a t i v e , j ust p l a i n t han k f u l f or wh a t t h i s bo d y h a s d one i n
r espons e t o LB 4 6 . And we' ve had the support of t he
admin i s t r a t i on t o o . Na ny o f t h e i s su e s t h a t ar e he r e ar e wha t
we' re dr i v i ng at i n wha t i s al r ead y g o i n g t o go ov e r t o Fi na l
Reading i n L B 4 6 , t h e c om mun i t y co r r e ct i on s wo r k . I t ' s no t l i k e
we' re no t . . . on e o f t he i s su e s I r a i se d l a s t n i g h t we r e t h e
fact...I pointed out, and I think Senator Dwite Pedersen agrees
with i t , t h e se s t a t i s t i c s ar e n o t s t a t i c . Yo u k no w , t h e r e we r e
1,194 people who jammed their sentences last year. There were
7 72 people paroled. So it's not like parole has ground to a
complete halt . I ag ree that there needs to be change. And if
you look at LB 46, there's some real concentrated e ffort th ere
to try and change, in a managed and studied way, how we handle
parole in this state. But the more public discussion we have of
i t , t h e be t t e r . An d y o u k n ow w h a t ? I r e sp e c t f u l l y su g g e s t t ha t
if corrections had grown from $60 million in spending to...

SPEAKER BRONN: One minute.

SENATOR BRASHEAR: .. .$120 million in spending, as it did, over
a six-year period, and we w ere sitting here in the boom
nineties, we wouldn't be having this discussion. T here is, as
Senator Beutler says, a convergence of events. I'm not certain
i t makes a d i f f er e n c e whet he r w e r e c o n s i de r t h i s b i l l , so I ' m
ambivalen t on i t , whe t h e r t ha t ' s sat i sf ac t o r y t o yo u or not . I
d on' t kn o w w ha t I ' d do i n t e r ms o f t he ame n dment . Be ca u s e i t i s
the kind of dramatic gesture that has created a g reat dea l o f
focus. A nd while I regret, as Senator Beutler has stated, the
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