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expenses of that institution and that form of government is just
get t i n g o u t o f t h e sky . An d i t ' s i r o n i c , i t se ems t o m e, t ha t
as we find that the rate of crime is reducing, the rate of
incarceration is increasing. We have got to reverse this. And
we' re not dealing with someone that would never get out of the
Peni t e n t i a r y . We ' r e de a l i ng wi t h pe o p l e wh o , a cc o r d i n g t o t h e
f igu res t h a t w e r e p r e s e n ted t o us by Senat o r Dwi t e Pede r s e n ,
wil l b e r e l e a s ed wi t ho u t su p e r v i s i o n wi t h i n s i x mo n t h s . An d
what h e i s p r o p o s i n g a t t he t i me t h a t t h a t f a c i l i t y i s c l o s ed ,
t he p e o p l e wh o wi l l b e r e l e a se d , a nd t he y wo u l d b e se l e c t i v e l y
released based upon those who have reasonable prospect of b e i ng
able to adapt themselves to society, those people will then have
superv i s i o n f o r s i x m o n t hs . So I t h i nk i t ' s ve r y i m p o r t a n t t ha t
we s t a r t t o se e , wha t a r e we d o i n g ? Wh a t i s t h e n e t e f f e c t o f
closing an institution like this? The net effect i s to start
r econs i d e r i ng h ow we a r e t r e a t i n g c r i me i n t h e s t a t e o f
Nebraska . W e h av e j u s t con t i n u a l l y bu i l t new p r i so n s . And I
know the early report said we...if we kept going, we were going
to have to have more prisons. Well, we need to have a different
approach to this. And I think that we need to consider more the
use of parole. We need to use more of the system of probation.
And tho se factors ha ven't b een p re sented t o us on the
Approp r i a t i on s C o mmi t te e . We d i d n ' t a c t u a l l y h a v e a su g g e st i o n
t ha t t h o s e t wo f ac i l i t i e s i n Om a h a a n d N c C ook b e c l o s e d . I t wa s
more like, well, if we have to close something, those would be
the ones to close. But they didn't come in and support their
own proposal about closing those. They came in and objected and
didn't think that was a good idea to close those. So actually,
there was no suggestion made by the administration in connection
with reducing the size of the correctional facilities. So I
think that I was very proud of this Legislature last night, to
actually step forward and make a positive move to change the way
t ha t w e t r e a t t h e c r i mi na l com p l e x wi t h i n ou r s t a t e . An d I
think that we h ave made a significant step forward. I would
u rge that you not reconsider this, and that we go back t o wha t
we did l a s t ni gh t , w h e n we were cl e a r l y t hi nk i n g ab o ut w h a t ' s i n
the best interest of the state of Nebraska. Any additional time
I would yield to Senator Dwite Pedersen.

SENATOR BAKER: Th ank you, Senator Don Pederson. Senator Dwite
Pedersen. You have about a minute and twenty seconds.
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