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t here f o r a l c oh o l . No w, i s t ha t a c cu r a t e ? I d on ' t k n ow . Bu t
we' re no t t a l k i ng a b o u t r e l e a s i n g v i o l e n t o f f e n de r s . And f o r
a nyone t o su g g e s t t h a t i s n o n se n s e . I wa n t t o a l so me n t i o n ,
o the r s t a t e s a r e do i n g t h i s . Bo t h Ke n t u c ky a nd O re g o n , t h i s
v ery year, released prisoners, nonviolent prisoners, just lik e
what we' re advocating h e r e. These are prisoners that are
e l i g i b l e f o r p a r o l e . Th ey wou l d g o ou t an yw a y . Th e y wo u l d b e
re l e a sed a n y w a y .

S ENATOR BAKER : One m in ut e .

S ENATOR BOURNE : It just seem s t o m ake se n se . We have . . . t h e
Corre c t i o ns De p a r t m e n t i t se l f re c omm ended e l i mi n a t i n g t wo
facilities. Senator Pedersen had a different idea that seems to
make sen s e . And whe n y o u re a d t h e n e wsp a p e r , a n d Go v e r n o r
J ohanns s a i d t ha t h e ' s so u p s e t t h a t h e ' s g o i ng t o v e t o . .he' s
p robabl y g o i ng t o v e t o t he who l e b i l l , we l l , qu i t e h o n e st l y , h e
would have anyway, truth be known. I oppose the reconsideration
amendment . I t h i nk t h i s i s t he on l y re a l t h i ng t h a t we ' v e d o n e
in terms of reducing costs. Thank you.

S ENATOR BA K E R :
P ederson .

SENATOR D. PEDERSON: Thank you, Mr. President, members of the
Legislature. We had a l ong discussion last night about these
v ery s a me i ss u e s . An d I d o n ' t t h i nk we we r e t a l k i ng i n a
v acuum. I t h i nk we w e r e r e c o g n i z i n g t h a t w e w er e c h a r ged w i t h
t ry in g t o r ed uc e t h e s i z e o f gov e r nment . And s o w e f i nal l y m a d e
a s t e p t o w a r d s d o i n g t h a t . And y o u wo u l d t h i n k t h a t we h a d
violated at least the first five amendments of the Constitution.
I do n ' t u n d e r st an d t h e a t t i t u de o f t h e a dmi n i s t r a t i o n i n
connec t i o n wi t h t h i s . Th i s wa s a ve r y le g i t i ma t e pr o p o s a l t h a t
was presented, that would in effect actually cut the size of
government. And to me, there will be a money saving issue d own
the line. But that was not the reason why I was very supportive
of Senator Pedersen's amendment. This is an issue-driven thing,
as far as I am conce rned. Fo r example, this year we had a
d ef i c i t o n me d i c a l c a r e a l on e a t t h e Co r r e c t i on al Fa c i l i t y o f i n
excess o f $ 8 m i l l i on . We ha v e a pr o p o sed budget f or t he nex t
two years for med ical costs of $25 million. The s ize of the

Senato r Do nThank y o u , Se n a t o r Bo u r ne .
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