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that...maybe Senator Chambers didn't say this, but it was
implied that the reason we' re =losing down this prison is
because we have a problem with the administration of the prison.
I t hi n k we have t he best cor r e c t i o na l a dmini s t r a t i o n i n t he
country here . I don ' t agr e e wi t h eve r y t h i ng t h ey d o. I don' t
a gree w i th t he par o l e p o l i c i e s . But I 'm n o t s u r e t h e y c ont r o l
that. But I think we have a well run p rison s y stem. I just
think it's too big. I think we need to reduce the size of it.
Senator Schimek talked about having 4,000-some-odd inmates and
2,000 staff members. Is that the right number? I' m not sure.
But it seems that we have two prisoners for every staff member.
Maybe t h a t ' s a p p ropr i a te . I don ' t k now . Bu t unf o r t u n ate ly , we
have to reduce the size of government, as far as I'm concerned.
We keep talking about it. P eople keep putting amendments to
cut. But those aren't cuts. Th ink a bout how many t h i ngs tha t
we' ve r ea l l y ha d t ha t a r e ac t ua l , r e a l cu t s . And t o me , a c ut
is something you e l i mi nate th a t doesn ' t come back . Sena t or
Brashear's amendment to put the money back.. .or , t o ha v e t he
money, the windfall money come back to state, how long do y ou
t hink t ha t wi l . be be f or e t ha t ' s t ur ne d , ev en i f we ha d a d o p t e d
that , b e f or e t h a t would be tu r ne d ba ck? We 'd ad o pt t hat now.
The conInuni t i e s w o u l d t u rn t he m o ney b ac k t o t he s t a t e . And y ou
and I all k now that next year someone would introduce a bill,
and that money would go bac k t o t he conl n unit i e s . And I ' d
probably vote yes. But the fact is, is that we have done very
little cutting. We' ve done a lot of shifting. And I think it' s
time that we start cutting. I oppose this motion. Let me give
a f e w f ac t s . The dep a r t me n t i t se l f r e c onl nended c l o s i n g t wo
facilities. T hey reconInended closing t he work c amp out in
McCook, and they reconInended the Youth Center in Omaha. I' ll
vote to c l o s e b oth o f t h o se . That i s a r eal cut . We wi l l
reall y ha ve r edu ced t he si ze of gove r n m ent. I don' t . . . i t
doesn't mat te r t o me i f i t ' s Li ncol n Co r r e c t i o n al C ente r , o r i f
i t ' s t he yo ut h f a c i l i t y , or i f i t ' s t he w or k c amp in McCook. I
wil l v o t e t o e l i mi na t e i t , be c au s e we ne e d t o r e du c e t he s i z e o f
government. Senator Schimek talked about, do you know what kind
of prisoners are at LCC? Well, with all re spect, Senator
Schimek, they' re not going to release murderers who just were
p ut o n i n p r i son . The se a r e peopl e l i k e Dwi t e Pe de r se n
mentioned , t ha t a r e . . . ha v e mo t o r v eh i c l e c r i me s . I ' v e he a r d a
statistic that 30 or 40 percent of th e peo ple in p rison are
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