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money i n t h e sh o r t t e r m, wh i c h r i g h t no w i s ab o ut 2 o r 3 mi l l i o n
dol l a r s . And f r a n k l y , t h a t ' s a s o f t f i g u r e . I wo u l d n o t b e
surprised that some of this...if we were to do it imm ediately,
some o f t h i s wo u l d c o m e b a c k t o ha u nt u s a s a d e f i c i t . Bu t t h e
way it is now, it's October of 2004, I th in k do e s gi v e som e
r eac t i o n t i me . An d s o h o p e f u l l y wi t h a st u dy t h i s s um mer , w e
will have a better idea of what we' re doing, and we can take the
cor r ec t a c t i o n n ex t y ea r . I do n ' t . . . I d on ' t wa n t t o pu t wo r d s
into Senator Pedersen. I think this is not a "risis he's trying
t o c r e a t e . He ' s s i n c e r e ab o ut t h i s . I f I t h oug h t h e wa s t r y i ng
t o cr ea t e a c r i s i s t o g e t some m o v ement , I wo u l d b e a l i t t l e
skeptical. But I don' t think so. I think he rea lly be lieves
t ha t t h i s wou l d b e a wa y t o d o i t . An d I u n d e r s t an d t h a t
frustration of not being able to slow down the corrections
budget, as we' ve tried other ways in the past, if you recall,
including just si mply re moving s e veral mi llion d o llars of
a dministration funds. But I think we' re doing this hastily. A s
I said l ast n ig ht, I am conc erned tha t t h e ramifications
are...not far beyond, but at least beyond what we anti cipate
r igh t now . And I wou l d ur g e r e c o n s i d e r a t i o n , a n d I wi l l vot e
accord i n g l y o n t h a t , an d l e t u s e xa m i n e t h a t i n a s t u d y . T ha n k
you.

SENATOR BAKER: Thank you, Senator Wehrbein. Senator Bourne.

SENATOR BOURNE: Thank you, Mr. President, members. My sense is
that it's tim e to sto p the rhetoric. It ' s time to stop the
nonsense and the absurd conInents. No pun intended. This is ~n
opportunity to make some real change. We just had an amendme
Senator Brashear was trying to...what he determined was 1 cat,
b y ha v i n g t h e co n I nun i t i e s r e t u r n t h e wi n d f a l l on t h e e. .. .nd e d
property tax ba se to the state. N ow, how is that a cut? T h at
is a shift. This is one of the few t h ings t hat we have had
presented to us yet this session that is an actual cut. Senator
Pedersen demonstrated t o us t hat the number of prisoners that
were i n L C C a r e t ho se . .

.it's an equal number to those who have a
r e l e as e d a t e o f l e ss t h an s i x mo n t h s f r om n o w . I d on ' t
u nders t a n d h ow t h i s c a nn o t b e do n e . I wan t ed t o s ay a t t h e
outset, I oppose th e rec onsideration amendment.. . or , mo t i o n .
One thing I want to star t off with, though, is that I don' t
d is . . .I disagree with Senator Chambers an d who ever e lse sa i d
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