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SENATOR BAKER: One minute.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: And I hope my colleagues will not be like the
d og t h a t r e t u r n s t o i t s vo mi t . Th e Go v e r n or d o e sn ' t r u n t h e
L egislature. He might run some people in the Legislature. B u t
it's time f or u s as a n institution to stand by the decisions
t hat w e m a k e. Th e r e a r e som e t h i ng s i n t he a p p r o p r i a t i on s b i l l
that I don 't like. But because of the all-out assault against
the i n t eg r i t y o f t h e App r o p r i a t i o n s Com n i t t e e , t h e memb e r s o f
the committee an d the Chairperson, I'm supporting things that
o rdinarily I wouldn' t, because it's a much bigger issue now. I t
relates to the integrity of the Legislature as a n institution.
Thank y ou , Nr . Pr e s i d en t .

SENATOR BAKER : Thank you , Senator Chambers. Sena tor Dwite
Pedersen , r e co g n i ze d .

S ENATOR Dw. PEDERSEN: Thank you, Nr. President, members of t h e
Legislature. I 'm go ing to try and explain a couple of things.
A s most of you know, I visit th e ins titutions r egularly. I
don't understand them as best as Nr. King in the back here, and
Nr. Cl a r ke , t h e d i r e c t o r , a nd s t u f f . Bu t I ' m g o i n g t o t e l l y ou
a f ew t h i n g s t h a t I d o k n o w . Th e i d e a o f t h i s a me n d m=nt o n t h e
approp r i a t i o n s b i l l i s t o s av e mo n e y . Bu t t h e i d e a b e h i n d t h a t
is to be able to do it safely. We' ve got a year and a half to
work out how it can be done. And what we need is more p a roles.
And this wi l l fo rce mo re parole. Now , it's not, obviously,
u nheard o f , be cau s e y o u h e ar i t a l l t h e t i me , whe t h er yo u h e a r
it in t h e news media or the talk shows or what Senator Schimek
just said, and that's the scare tactic. The inmate tha t she
j us t t a l k e d a b ou t i s i f h e f o l l ows , o r a l l o f t h em t h i n g s ,
there's no way in the world that any one of us intended to h ave
him released just because he was at LCC. He could go to another
institution. W e h a v e t wo ot her f u l l , max i m u m-secur i ty
facilities. And when he goes to one of them, then we take one
of t he mi ni m um-secur i t y pr i so n er s a n d p a r o l e t h e m and l e t t hem
go. A n y b ody , I t hi nk , cou l d f i gu r e t h a t ou t . We ' v e g o t peop l e
out there who are dangerous, and I'm as scared of them as you
are . And t hey sh o u l d n o t b e on t he st r eet s . Bu t h~r e i s
Department of Cor r ec t i on s ' own num b er s t hat I handed out
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