
TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

FLOOR DEBATE

L B 4 0 7M ay 14 , 2 0 0 3

count ie s f i r st . Senat o r Ja n s sen and Senato r C unn i ngham wi l l be
aware that when we were talking about these cards that could be
used in place of food stamps, they were tried on a spot here, in
a spot here, and a spot there. And we never do it all o f a
sudden. If the Governor came in with a proposal to shut down an
i nst i t ut i o n, we wou l d d o i t ove r a per i od of t i m e. So bec a u se
we adopted an amendment of Senator Don Pederson that showed
discretion being exercised, it becomes a basis for condemnation
and a challenge to just shut it down right now. Well, we' re not
crazy. And we' re not going to let the G overnor or h is
spokespersons on the floor or off the floor get us to take
action that is ill-considered. T his summer, or the interim,
which w ill go beyond the summer, t he leg islative...the
Legislature's Judiciary Committee is going to h ave an in te rim
study. A ll the info rmation that people claim to have can be
accepted in that forum. Nothing is taking place before O ctober
of next year. T here is no need for anybody here to panic. A nd
the Governor was absolutely irresponsible and bordering on being
a liar when he suggested that we' re going to tu rn loos e 500
people to be your neighbors. No responsible governor would make
a comnent l ike that. He 's playing to the fears of people, is
d eliberately misrepresenting what we did , m is representing t h e
consequences o f what we d id . A nd i f we as a Legislature are
going to let that foolishness cause u s to turn away from a
decision that we discussed at great length and in great detail
before making, we' ll indeed cause the Legislature to be a source
of ridicule...or, a target of ridicule. And it should be. We
knew what we were doing. Now that that was done, the Governor' s
Office suddenly comes up and s ays, well, we know where some
money can be cut from corrections. Well, where were they before
this action was taken? And I guarantee you that there are
people in corrections saying, we' ll change some of t hose
p ractices that Chambers and others were t a lking a b out on the
floor. And you know w hy the Governor's Office came up with
money, and why they will change those policies? Because for the
first time, the Legislature did something as a L egislature to
address the problems in corrections. We have been critical on
the floor, critical in committee hearings. But we have never
taken action to back up what we talked about. The only way we
have made any progress is by that decision we made last night.
I t wa s v a l i d t he n . I t i s v a l i d n o w .
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