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prisoners get turned out and paroled on the basis of the classes
they' ve t ake n , t he b e h av i o r p a t t er n s i n p r i so n , t he ser i o u s ness
of t h e i r o f f en se s when t hey g o i n t o p r i so n ' ? Don ' t we want t o
use some other kind of standard for releasing these prisoners'?
I t h i nk I d o . I t h i n k t h a t a s I me n t i o ne d t o yo u l a st n i g h t ,
these are a l l medium- to maximum-security prisoners, and there
are only so many beds that we have in our prison s y stem. And
t h i s wi l l p u t bo t h t he St a t e Pe n i t e n t i a r y a n d t he Te c u m seh
f ac i l i t y ov e r ca p a c i t y , a n d o v e r c a p a c i t y b y l ar g e a mounts . And
I think that' s...

SENATOR BAKER: One minute.

S ENATOR SCH I M E K : . . . shoul d be o f conce rn t o e ver ybod y ,
especially those of you who were here when we visi ed. . .or, w he n
we v o t e d t o b u i l d a ne w p r i s o n b a ck i n . . .whateve r y e a r i t
was, '99, or 2000, I'm not sure. We did that be c ause w e knew
that there was a distinct possibility that we could go to court
unless we provided adequate space for these prisoners. And I
would just a sk you to r econsider this issue. And with that,
Mr. President, thank you very much.

SENATOR BAKER: Thank you, Senator Schimek. The speaking o rder
is Senator C hambers, Senator Dwite Pedersen, Senator Wehrbein,
Bourne , D o n P e d e r s o n , a nd o t h e r s . Sen a t o r Cha mb e r s , y o u ' r e
r ecogn i z e d t o sp e a k .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Mr. President, members of the Legislature, we
made a d e c i s i o n a s a Le g i s l a t u r e l a s t n i g h t . I s t i c k b y i t .
Now the Governor and his spokespersons are t e lling u s what a
terrible mistake we made, and the Governor was very intemperate
in the newspaper. A nd if the discussion goes on long enough, I
will deal w ith that. But at this first time around, I want to
mention why I'm very much opposed to Senator S chimek's a ttempt
t o g e t u s t o r e c on s i de r . I kn ew wh at I wa s do i n g . I k no w wha t
I did it for. And the Governor knows. And if he and other s,
even som e o n t h i s f l oo r a r e sa y i n g , wh y d o n ' t y ou j u s t s hu t t h e
i ns t i t u t i o n d o w n r i g h t n ow? I p o i n t ou t t ha t wh e n we we r e
phasin g i n a pr og r am t h a t wo u l d t ak e wo m en o f f ADC , we d i d n ' t
j us t sa y , b a m , y o u ' r e a l l o f f . We d i d n ' t e v e n m a k e t he p r o g r am
apply across the state at the same time. We tried it in certain

6752


