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is no longer needed. And I'd like us to be able to ask what
closing the Lincoln Correctional Center really means, in terms
of programming, in terms of staffing, in terms of overcrowding,
in terms of parole, in terms of security, and in terms of actual
dollar savings. And 1'd like for us to be able to discuss that
and be able to share some additional information beyond what we
had 1last night. Now, you'll notice that I've filed three more
amendments on this bill. And one of them would close the
Norfolk Regional Center, and one of them would close the
Hastings Regional Center, and one of them would close the
Correctional Center for Women at York. It makes just as much
sense to bring those up at the last minute and close them as it
does the Lincoln Correctional Center. In fact, we'd save more
money in any of those instances, I believe, if we did one of
those others. I don't think that our process is one that makes
these kinds of rash decisions. And I also don't think we make
them because we don't happen to agree with the way a certain
institution is run. I think it's our job to see that those
institutions are well run and that we get the best bang for our
bucks. A couple of things I'd like to share with you this
afternoon. First of all, Tecumseh has a full complement of
staff, I have been told. There are 2,200 employees in the state
correctional division. Right now they have 60 vacancies, which
is probably about normal, because you always have turnover.
What that means is, those 265 employees that are at the Lincoln
Correctional Center cannot necessarily be absorbed into the
whole. However, I'll tell you 1later that we may need to
transfer some of those anyway, because of certain programming
that's done at the Lincoln Correctional Center. So then you're
going to have to be probably letting go some at other centers.
Last night, the figure $11 million was talked about as a savings
if we would do this. And later in the evening, that was changed
to maybe $7.5 million that we would save if we close the center.
And then we did talk about the fact that there are very special
things at the Lincoln Correctional Center that provide for the
Diagnostic and Evaluation Center, which is in close proximity.
And you're going to have to provide those services to the
Diagnostic Center even if you don't have the Lincoln
Correctional Center. For instance, you're going to have to
provide food. So you're going to have to have probably an
addition to...eventually, to the Diagnostic Center, of some kind
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