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all state aid away from cities, that's $8 million, and let them
have t hi s . The t r oub l e wi t h t ha t app r o ach i s i t ' s not f a i r ,
because there's many cities that don't have sales tax, and s o
they'd have nothing. So that is n ot a good idea, but it
certainly would be simpler. But if you look in your book, we' ve
cut s t a t e a i d t o c i t i e s n e x t ye a r t o $8 mi l l i o n , wh i ch i s e v en
b elow the $12 mil lion t hat th i s is to ra is e. I ...b ut
I . . .defining the issue...and Senator Bromm asked Senator Landis
about that, so rting out th a t d ifference b e tween w ha t new
broadening of the base would raise versus what was l ast year,
what was this year. I think it's going to be an administrative
nightmare, and I reluctantly cannot support this. Thank you.

SENATOR BAKER: Thank you, Senator Wehrbein. Senato r Lan dis,
you' re r e c o gn iz e d .

SENATOR LANDIS : M r . Sp eaker, mem bers of the Legislature, as
usual , I f i nd so me t r u t h i n bo t h s i d e s o f an i s s u e h e r e . Le t ' s
remember that Senator Brashear is talking about reducing aid,
not i n t e r r u p t i n g t he f l ow of sal e s t ax r evenu e . That i s
something under our control. S o we need to distinguish that.
Secondly , I t h i n k t h e r e i s an e l em e n t o f a wi n d f a l l i n a b a se
expansion . I t h i nk t hos e ar e two t hi ng s t ha t Se n a t o r Br a s h ear
h as argued t ha t I t hi nk a r e s o . And I ' m n o t su re w e ' ve l i s t en e d
well t o t he f ac t t hat he ' s t r y i ng t o t al k abo u t ai d . Now, on
the other side, however, there's a couple of other very good
points that have been already made, because the aid is t o be
reduced by comparison to sales tax sales, which will be very
p roblemat i ca l t o det e r m i ne . And y o u g e t t he . . . es s e n t i a l l y , t he
lesser of the two amounts, if this were to be the case. And
since they' re a comparison of the two, and the one system is so
f lawed, I t h i nk t hat ' s a r ea l p r ob l e m . Let m e t e l l you h o w I ' d
approach i t i f I was go i n g f or w a rd . And t hat i s , I wou l d say ,
t here i s so m e amount o f w in d f a l l . And i t has a cha n c e o f b ei n g
somewhat substantial. If we spend some time thinking about this
and we solve the problem, there should be several millions of
dollars of base expansion that goes to the cities that they
weren't counting on. O ur only way to get to that is through the
aid process. And those aren't a good match, because not every
city has one . I will tell you this. The metropolitan class
cities, there's only one; the primary class cities, there's only
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