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goose i s g oo d f o r t he g a n d er . Le t ' s not p i ck on t he c i t i es on
t he revenue . Tha n k y o u .

SENATOR BAKER PRESIDING

SENATOR BAKER: Senator Raikes, you' re recognized to speak.

SENATOR RAIKES: T hank you, Mr. President and members. I had a
question for Senator Brashear, but I think h e has left My
q uest io n t o h i m, a n d I ' l l j ust ou t l i ne i t and m a ybe he ca n h e a r
it someplace or answer it later. Several have raised the issue,
well , e x ac t l y h ow a r e y ou g o i n g t o d e t e r mi n e t he a m o un t o f t he
windfall? Is the city i tself going to calculate how much
addi t i o na l sal e s t ax r ev e nue t h e y ge t w i t h t he b r o a de r b a se , or
is Department o f Rev enue? I think it is the case that the
Departmen t o f Re v e nu e i s g o i ng t o ma k e t h a t ca l cu l a t i o n .
So...and the question came, I think Senator Janssen was talking
about, well, sales tax receipts are going down anyway, and I
a ssume i f t he Dep a r t m en t o f Re v e n u e d i d i t t h ey wou l d t a k e i n t o
account trends in sales tax that were occurring without the base
broadening and then try to incorporate that into their e stimate
of how much additional city sales tax there would be because of
the base broadening. And I assume this is something that's very
possible to do. You have the Department o f Rev enue, I woul d
have confidence would be d oing it in an unbiased, objective
manner . I t wa s su g g e s t e d t h a t i t wo u l d b e u n f a i r , i f t h e s t a t e
broadened the sales tax base it would be unfair to recapture
this revenue from cities. Well, wouldn't it be the same to say
it would be unfair for the state not to broaden the sales tax
base? Wouldn't that leave cities in exactly the same spot? So
cities are...if you don't broaden the sales tax base they' re not
going to get the sales tax revenue from the broadened base, by
d efi n i t i o n. I f you do br o a den t h e b a se , t h e n y o u ' r e s a y i n g i t ' s
unfair for the state to recapture some of the...what's described
as windfall revenue. Well , I don't se e the log i c of that .
That's no...that's no less fair than not broadening the base to
b egin w i t h . I have t o t el l you I have sym p a th y wi t h Senat o r
Brashear's proposal here. I think it' s...I support broadening
the tax base, really sales tax base, for two reasons. One of
them is I think it's consistent with good tax policy. The idea
of a sales tax is to try to ful ly r epresent the economic
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