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SENATOR CUNNINGHAM : Okay .

SENATOR BRASHEAR: It 'd be sort of a ' no -b r a i n e r ' f o r t he m.
They keep the larger amount and rebate the smaller.

SENATOR CUNNINGHAM: Yeah, I guess with the answer to the f i rst
question you' ve taken care of the other one. Thanks.

SPEAKER BRONN: Thank you, Senator Cunningham. Senator Janssen.

SENATOR JANSSEN: Thank you , Nr . Speaker. Membe r s of the
Legislature, I rise in oppo sition to Senato r Brashear's
p roposa l . Re ve n u e s i n t he c i t i e s a r e i n t h e s am e p o s i t i o n t h a t
we' re i n r i g h t n ow . Th e y a r e se e i n g a d ec l i ne i n sa l e s a l so .
Maybe t h a t wi n d f a l l t ha t yo u ' r e t a l k i n g ab o u t , Sen a t o r Br a sh e a r ,
will be the sa l vation o f tha t community also. You w ill be
g et t i n g t h a t e x t r a p o r t i o n i n sa l e s t ax . An d I l o o k a t au t o
sales . You k n o w, i n my d i s t r i ct , I ' ve g o t p r ob ab l y t h r e e o f t h e
largest auto dea lers in the sta t e an d , yes, there is a big
b enef i t t o t h a t p a r t i cu l a r c i t y t h r o ug h s a l e s t a x . Bu t y ou t a l k
to an y o n e o f t h o s e a u t o m o b i l e de a l e r s a nd t h ey ' l l t e l l yo u t h a t
sales o f a u t o mobi l e s h av e d e c l i n e d s h a r p l y , so t he i r r evenu e s
aren' t com i n g i n e i t her . And why ar e w e l oo k i n g a t r a i s i ng
sales tax? B ecause our revenues are down. So are theirs.
They' re in the same predicament we are. We' ve got other sources
of revenue b e sides sales tax in the state. They do too. T h ey
have it from property taxes. So I think it is absolutely unfair
t hat w e sh o u l d as k t h e c i t i e s t o t a k e t h e b r u n t o f t h i s . An d ,
Senator Brashear, maybe you have some facts and figures to
disagree with me. I would like to see them if there are. But I
just...I believe that we'd be going down the wrong path if we do
that. The reason we' re doing it is because of a revenue
short f a l l . I t ' s happen i n g t o t hem a l s o , b e s i d e s s ome of t he
businesses, I' ll harp on this again, they' ve lost a lo t of
businesses i n t ho se com muni t i es t ha t u sed t o pr ov i de f or
r evenues i n t o t ho s e c i t i es . I t ' s a l l i n one p ot r i ght now and
it j u s t . . . a n d I bet i f you w o u l d a d d u p w ha t t h e mega s t o r e s a r e
d oing co m p a r e d t o wha t a l l o f t h e sma l l e r o ne s d i d d ow n t o w n
you' re go in g t o s ee a dec l i ne t he r e . So agai n , I am i n
opposition to tha t, because I believe that what's good for the
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