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do a study this year, before the next session, as to all of the
funding in the fede ral qu alified h e alth centers, as well as
the...we have some look-alikes out there, as to how all...each
one of those are funded. N o w, the Panhandle Community Services
also, yes, they are getting funding from the H e alth Care Ca sh
Fund, but they also are getting then the...they want the same
money as the others are, and now with Columbus on board, Lincoln
on board, we really need to do a study to see how we' re going to
a dvance t h e s e d o l l a r s i n t he f u t u r e a n d , f r a nk l y , d o we ha v e
enough do l l a r s t o do t hi s i n t he f ut ur e .

SPEAKER BRONN: And I assume that one of the goals of that would
b e t o do t he mo s t e qu i t a b l e d i s t r i b u t i on t ha t y ou c a n , . . .

SENATOR JENSEN: Absolutely.

S PEAKER BR O NN : . . .cons i d e r i n g t h e n e ed s an d t h e p o pu l a t i o n
that's being served in the respective areas. Woul d t hat be
c orrec t ?

SENATOR JENSEN : Yes , ba s ed on the number of people th it are
being served and what the needs are in that particular area a n d
if they can receive service anywhere else.

SPEAKER BRONN: T h ank you, Senator Jensen. And, Senator Smith,
I think you' ve done what any of us ought to do w hen w e fi nd
something that doesn't look right to us and we have an area that
we th in k i s bei ng . . . n o t r ece i v i n g t h e f un d i n g t h a t t he y o u gh t t o
receive in s ome way. You' ve done exactly the right thing. I
think, however, because the problem is as complicated as it is
and b e c ause i t i nvo l v e s n o t onl y . . .pr o b a b l y n o t on l y t he c l i ni c
that you have concerns about but others that are emerging around
the state and some of which are already operating, it is a
complex p r o b l e m. An d I wo u l d l o v e t o d o wh a t y o u wa nt t o do ,
b ut I think the better course of action is to ge t behind thi s
s tudy , ha ve i npu t i nt o t he s t ud y , i nt r od uc e a b i l l i f you can
figure ou t t he f or m u l a t h a t y o u t hi n k w o u l d b e ap p r o p r i a t e , and
we address it next January and in next session. And I think
that would be the wiser course of action and I would enco rage
you to do that, even though.. .
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