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deal with the other federally qualified health clinics and the
look-alikes, but the way it's structured now, 2nd Congressional
goes only to the federal...money goes directly to the health
clinics. The way this would be structured is the «clinics 1in
other areas would now get a direct or possibly a direct
appropriation also, but we still have the grant fund that's set
up for those two congressional districts. And that's why you're
getting a little confused here. Now I'm sure in the first...in
the 2nd Congressional District there are health departments and
there are other providers who would have liked to had a shot at
the money also. In fact, I heard from a couple of them, but
that was not what the Legislature did at that point in time. It
was treated differently, but that's just the way it is. I think
if we're going to change the way we're treating all the
federally qualified health centers and the grant fund, we
probably need more time with it. 1It's difficult to do at this
point. And I give Senator Smith every consideration in terms of
fighting for what he believes should be right and how it should
be structured, but I think it's going to be difficult to pull
that together here on the floor because it has implications for
the other providers to minority health in the other two
congressional districts. And 1it's easier in the 2nd
Congressional District because we're a very concentrated
population area. You can drive through and you're not going to

see any space. I mean, you won't know when you leave one city
and go to the next, if you didn't have city signs. It's going
to look 1like one...it's one big metropolitan area. And the

clinics serve where a lot of the populations live or have bus
access to for people who need these services in north and south
Omaha, and it is 98 percent minority. 1It's spread out a 1little
differently in the other congressional districts and, as a
result, I really think...and I understand what Senator Smith is
trying to do for this facility, but I think with more time we
can work on it and come back next year, and I know no senator
ever likes to hear that, but I think it's just difficult to do
and work out on the floor. And we did discuss this in
committee. The 1issues came up early on. I was contacted by
people from the north Omaha clinic because of the way the bill
was structured and a concern that the 50/50 split was going to
harm their services. It's been talked about maybe more to our
committees--Health and Human Services, and Appropriations--and
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