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deal wi t h t he ot her f ede r a l l y qua l i f i ed he a l t h c l i ni cs a n d t he
l ook - a l i k e s , b u t t h e way i t ' s s t r u c t u r e d no w, 2n d Co ng r e s s i on a l
goes only to the f ederal...money goes directly to the health
clinics. The way this would be structured is the c linics in
other areas would now get a direct or p ossibly a direct
appropriation also, but we still have the grant fund that's set
up for those two congressional districts. And that's why you' re
getting a little confused here. Now I'm sure in the first...in
the 2nd Congressional District there are health departments and
there are other providers who would have liked to had a shot at
t he money a l s o . I n f a c t , I he a r d f r om a co up l e o f t h em, b u t
t hat w a s n ot wh at t h e L eg i s l a t u r e d i d a t t h a t p o i n t i n t i me . I t
was treated differently, but that's just the way it is. I think
if we' re going to change t he way w e ' re treating all the
f edera l l y q u a li f i ed heal t h cent e r s and t he gr ant f und , we
probabl y ne e d mor e t i me w i t h i t . I t ' s di f f i cu l t t o do at t h i s
p oint . And I g i ve S e n a to r S m i t h e v e r y c o n s i d e r a t i o n i n t er m s o f
figh t i n g fo r wh a t h e be l i eve s s h o u ld b e r i ght an d ho w i t shou l d
be structured, bu t I th ink it's going to be difficult to pull
t ha t t o g e t h e r h e r e o n t he f l oo r b e c a u s e i t h a s i mp l i c a t i o n s f o r
the other pr oviders t o m inority he alth in the oth e r two
congressional d istricts. And it's ea s ier in the 2nd
Congressional Dist rict b eca use we ' re a ve ry con centrated
population area. You can drive through and you' re not going to
see any space. I mean, you won't know when you leave one city
and go t o t h e n ex t , i f yo u d i dn ' t h av e c i t y s i g n s . I t ' s g o i ng
t o l o o k l i ke o n e . . . i t ' s o n e b i g me t r op o l i t a n a r e a . An d t h e
clinics serve where a lot of the populations live or have bus
access to for people who need these services in north and south
Omaha, and it is 98 percent minority. I t's spread out a li ttle
differently in the othe r congressional d i stricts a nd, as a
result, I really think...and I understand what Senator Smith is
t ry i n g t o do f o r t h i s f ac i l i t y , bu t I t h i nk wi t h m o r e t i m e we
can work on it and come back next year, and I know no s enator
ever likes t o hear that, but I think it's just difficult to do
and work out o n the floor . A nd we d id d isc uss thi s in
committee. The issues came up early on. I was contacted by
p eople f r o m t h e n o r t h O m aha c l i n i c b ec a u s e o f t h e wa y t he b i l l
was st r u c t u r e d a n d a co n c e r n t h a t t h e 5 0 / 50 sp l i t wa s g o i n g t o
harm their services. It's been talked about maybe more to our
c ommit t e e s ­ -Health and Human Services, and Appropriations­-and
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