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S ENATOR BYARS: Thank you, Senator Cudaback. I 'm actually n o t
e ven op p o s e d t o t h e mo n ey t h a t I t h i nk Se n a t o r Smi t h wo u l d
appropriate...like for the Panhandle. I t h i n k t h e y
have...they' ve done a ...they' re good p e ople . I th ink their
intentions are absolutely where they should be w ith public
health. The problem I think, as Senator Jensen has pointed out,
was when we pu t t his minority health piece together it was a
very f i ne l y t un e d , f i ne l y bal a n ced g i v e a n d t a k e , and I do n ' t
think we' ve talked about the piece where, as we determined that
the federally qualified health centers in Omaha would have a
di f f e r en t appr o p r i a t i o n f r om t h e t oba c co s e t t l em ent m oney t h a n
t he r es t o f t he mi nor i t y com muni t y , t hey , i n e f f ec t , can ' t
doubl e - d i p . Th e d o l l a r s t h a t we a l l o ca t e fo r t h em, t h ey c a n ' t
reach in to the additional minority health money and receive
additional dollars. And in effect, this is what we' re talking
about f o r t h e Pan h a n d l e , i n a d d i t i on t o t h e do l l a r s t h ey ' r e
r eceiv i ng , i s g i v i ng t he m an a d d i t i on a l a p p r o p r ia t i o n . That ' s
why i t ' s i m p o r t a n t t h a t w e d o n ' t t r y t o do t h i s at t hi s t i me on
the floor of the Legislature. What I would propose and I think
what Senator Jensen is proposing, and I th ink our comm i ttee
f eel s p r et t y s t r ong l y abou t , m a ybe n o t , t he y ' l l ha v e t o sp e a k
for themselves, but let's bring all of the federally qualified
heal t h ce n t e r s , l e t ' s b r i n g t h e mi n o r i t y c om mun i ty t og e t h e r ov e r
a p e r i od o f t he i nt er i m and com e b ac k n ex t ye a r a n d r e a l l y
t r u e . . . se e w h a t e qu i t y i s . I ' m n o t e v en q u e s t i o n i ng Se n a t o r
Smith . I f t h ey ' r e n o t b e i ng t r e a t e d e qu i t ab l y , t h e n t h e y sho u l d
be. But there are other health centers that are coming on board
t hat ar e go i ng t o need t o be t r eat ed f a i r l y a l so , a n d I ' m
adamant t h e he a l t h ce n t e r t h a t ' s a b ou t t o b e app r ov e d b y
Congress in L inc oln and the health center that's been approved
in Columbus, what's equitable for them? A nd we need to continue
to look at what promises we made to the Omaha community an d to
t he mi n o r i t y comm u n i t y wi t h i n Oma h a , a nd we d o t r ea t t he m
di f f e r e n t l y be c a use o f t he f a ct t hat w e c a r v e d ou t a p i ece o f
that money for them. So, as much as I hate it, I have to stand
i n oppos i t i o n t o t he S m i t h a mendment, bu t I cer t a i nl y wi l l be
supportive of coming together with them and bringing everybody
t o th e t a b l e s o w e t a k e t h i s i n f i ni t e am ount o f m o ney and mak e
g ood de c i s i o n s o n h ow i t i s t h a t we a l l o ca t e i t . So I d on ' t
stand opposed to what Senator S m ith is do ing , b ut I stand
o pposed t o what w e ' r e d o i n g a t t hi s poi n t . Yi el d m y t i m e b a c k
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