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SENATOR BYARS: Thank you, Senator Cudaback. I'm actually not
even opposed to the money that I think Senator Smith would
appropriate...like for the Panhandle. 1 think they
have...they've done a...they're good people. I think their

intentions are absolutely where they should be with public
health. The problem I think, as Senator Jensen has pointed out,
was when we put this minority health piece together it was a
very finely tuned, finely balanced give and take, and I don't
think we've talked about the piece where, as we determined that
the federally qualified health centers in Omaha would have a
different appropriation from the tobacco settlement money than
the rest of the minority community, they, in effect, can't
double-dip. The dollars that we allocate for them, they can't
reach in to the additional minority health money and receive
additional dollars. And in effect, this is what we're talking
about for the Panhandle, in addition to the dollars they're
receiving, is giving them an additional appropriation. That's
why it's important that we don't try to do this at this time on
the floor of the Legislature. What I would propose and I think
what Senator Jensen is proposing, and I think our committee
feels pretty strongly about, maybe not, they'll have to speak
for themselves, but let's bring all of the federally qualified
health centers, let's bring the minority community together over
a period of the interim and come back next year and really
true...see what equity is. I'm not even questioning Senator
Smith. If they're not being treated equitably, then they should
be. But there are other health centers that are coming on board
that are going to need to be treated fairly also, and I'm
adamant the health center that's about to be approved by
Congress in Lincoln and the health center that's been approved
in Columbus, what's equitable for them? And we need to continue
to look at what promises we made to the Omaha community and to
the minority community within Omaha, and we do treat them
differently because of the fact that we carved out a piece of
that money for them. So, as much as I hate it, I have to stand
in opposition to the Smith amendment, but I certainly will be
supportive of coming together with them and bringing everybody
to the table so we take this infinite amount of money and make
good decisions on how it is that we allocate it. So I don't
stand opposed to what Senator Smith 1is doing, but I stand
opposed to what we're doing at this point. Yield my time back
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