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other clinics t hat a r e in the mix here in Nebraska? I 'm more
than happy and willing to undergo a study that will introduce a
bill next year and look at this more thoroughly when we have all
i nformat i on , a l l o f how t h e f un d i n g g oes on . The s i t uat i o n, t he
P CS out in Sco ttsbluff a lso ge t s so m e block g ra nts tha t ,
frankly, the two centers in Omaha do not get, and so we need to
look at that entire mix, how the funding is, how i t's to be
handled, and then we can come up I think with a determination
t hat w i l l be mu ch mo re equ i t ab l e t o a l l , t o Col um b us , t o
Lincoln, to anyone else who comes along. I think Grand Island
has though t so m e t i me abo u t al so es t ab l i sh i ng a f eder a l l y
qualified health clinic, but until then I just think it is
improper at this time to take these dollars and set them aside
withou t f i r s t do i ng a c o mp l e t e s t u d y o n h o w we ' re g o i n g t o f und
these in the future. With that, I' ll return the rest of my time
back t o t h e C h a i r .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Jensen. Senator Smith.

SENATOR SMITH: Thank you, Nr. President and members. I do want
t o , I gu e s s , a s k f or m o r e i n f o r ma t i o n s u gges t i n g t h at Panh a n d l e
Community Services gets block grants, therefore there are other
access to dollars, I mean it's not that simple. I mean, that' s
like saying two people...or one person has two jobs and, because
they get income from one, they shouldn't get income from
a nother. The fact is the need is there. I t's very real and w e
h ave t h e op p o r t u n i t y t i . ma k e a n i n eq u i t a b l e s i t u a t i o n a l i t t l e
more equ i t a b l e . An d t hi s f und i n g d o e s n ' t go o n f or e v e r , a n d I ' m
more than happy to make that clear; that we can a dopt this
amendment a s a temporary n a ture f or mak ing an inequitable
s ituation more equitable and then study it, rather than
mainta i n i n g a ver y i nequ i t ab l e s i t uat i on a n d t h e n s t u d y i n g i t
and t h e n ma y b e com i n g up wi t h some t h i n g bet t e r but not
n ecessar i l y . So I t h i nk t hat we c a n d o t h e r i g ht t hi ng he r e ,
a nd t h a t i s t o a d o p t FA1 3 6 0 a n d A N 1 8 84 , a n d m o v e o n a nd h e l p o u t
some folks who need the help, rather than just turning our deaf
ear to a situation of people in need. Thank you.

SENATOR CUDABACK: T hank you, Senator Smith. Senator Byars, on
FA1360.
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