
TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE L EG ISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

FLOOR DEBATE
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SENATOR SMITH: I'd waive.

SENATOR CUDABACK: He waives that. Senator Louden, did you wish
to address the amendment to the amendment?

SENATOR LOUDEN: T hank you, Senator Cudaback and members of the
body. I haven't read the amendment to the amendment yet so I
was s t i l l sp e a k i n g o n t h e o r i g i n a l ame n dment . Th i s i s s ome t h i n g
we need for our area out in western Nebraska to fund our health
service...federally qualified health centers which we have out
there. Ny un derstanding is that the money is in, by the fiscal
analys i s , t h a t t he m o ney i s al r ea d y t h e r e . I t i sn ' t l i ke we
have to go out and fund some money. It's mostly that set up a
vehicl e s o t h a t t hes e. . . t h i s ar ea can be . . . can r ecei ve t hese
f unds . Pa r t o f i t i s t hat you g o t t o ha v e s o meth in g l i ke 75 , 0 0 0
people or minorities in order to q ualify for some of these
f edera l f un d s , a n d o f co u r s e i n t hat pa r t o f t he count r y , why ,
there's only some 90,000 people in the whole Congressional 3rd
District, is my u nderstanding. We don 't have that many
minorities, but nonetheless we do cover some 11-county areas,
about 14,000 square miles, which is nearly a third of Nebraska.
And this is something that these people out there need health
care funding just the same as where they do in downtown Omaha or
any of the other areas around. I' ll intend to support this
amendment too , s i nce it isn't something that we have to go out
and levy money some place to get. And with that, I'd turn over
any t i m e I h av e t o Se n a t o r Smi t h .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Senator Smith.

SENATOR SMITH: T h ank you, Nr. President and Senator Louden. I
waived my last opportunity because I wanted to speak to AN1884,
hoping to ju st get a vote quickly on the floor amendment, but
nonetheless I will take this opportunity to I hope correct some
misinformation that w as sta ted ear lier. I 'm not sure where
Senator Jensen got th e information s aying tha t the sub ject
d ol l a r s h e r e wou l d o n l y g o t o t h e 3r d Di s t r i c t . Th a t ' s no t i n
my amendment . As I s t a t e d i n my am e n dment , t h i s wou l d g o t o a ny
congressional district containing communities w ith med ically
underserved a reas or populations, or health profession shortage
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