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Districts 1 and 3 have a funding at $ 1.58 million fo r rou ghly
91,000 minorities, and District 2 has $1.4 million for 100,000
minor i t i e s . Te l l me a ga i n wha t ' s u n f a i r a b ou t t h e c u r r e n t
situation.

SENATOR SMITH : We ll, the real ity is, it's not means tested
whatsoever. I 'm trying to means test at least part of t he
f unding .

SENATOR CUDABACK: T ime . Thank you, Senator Beutler. Senator
Kruse, on the Smith amendment.

SENATOR KRUSE: Thank you, Mr. President and members. I stand
in support o f Senator Smith's amendment, very strong support.
I'm impressed with this, especially with the information that is
being shared w i t h u s a b ou t t h i s par t i cu l ar nee d . And I wou l d
a f f i r m t h a t t h e mo n e y i s t h e r e . I t i s a v a i l a b l e i n t h e t ob a c c o
settlement. There's a margin in there. But especially for this
kind of a modest amount . But the que st ion is fairness.
Minority status does get involved in this. But clearly, a part
o f i t i s t he p ov e r t y l e ve l . He r e we ' v e g ot a s i t u a t i on wh e r e
there's 46,000 visits. Oh my. M y wife comes from Scottsbluff.
And I ' l l t e l l y ou , on e o f t he c ha l l en g e s o f b e i n g g o o d
government in that part o f the sta te is because people are
spread out a little bit. When you pull up 46,000 v isits in a
place like that, it's obviously meeting a particular need. It' s
obviously that which the persons are feeling. The poverty level
is higher t han in other areas. It seems to me this is a good
u se o f f u n d s . An d a g a i n , I d o a f f i r m t h a t t h e mo n e y i s t h e r e .
Thank you .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Senator Stuthman.

SENATOR STUTHNAN: Tha nk you, Mr. President and members of the
body. I r i se i n opp o s i t i on t o t hi s ame n dment . And my ma i n
reason for t he oppo sition o f th is is , I was listening very
c los e l y t o Se n a t o r J e n s e n ' s c cxranents t h e r e . An d we h av e a
d is t r i c t h ea l t h de p a r t me n t i n my co u n t y a n d t h e su r r o u nd i ng
count i e s , a v e r y su cc e s s f u l h e a l t h d ep a r t m e n t t he r e . We h a v e
j us t been awa r de d a gr an t t o dev el op a comm un i t y hea l t h
d epar t ment . I t h i nk t h i s b i l l i s p r ema t u r e . I t h i nk we n e ed t o
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