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the other se nators who have been working on this in getting a
d raf t he r e s h o r t l y o n t h i s i s su e , so t h a t y ou c an t ak e a l o ok a t
i t . Bu t a s a L e g i s l a t u r e , I be l i ev e we h a ve t o g e t t o t h e c o r e
issue of how w e c a n s ustain higher education in Nebraska,
because...with all the other stresses in the budget. And w ith
t hat , I ' d l i ke t o y i e l d so m e o f my t i me t o Se n a t o r J o h n s o n , w h o
hah a bill on governance this year, who also has been part of
t h s g r ou p . Se n a t o r J oh n s o n .

S ENATOR VRTISKA: Se n a t o r J o h n s o n .

SENATOR JOHNSON: Thank you, Senator Vrtiska. And thank you.
Yes, I d i d i nt r od u c e a b i l l . And m y f i r s t t hou gh t wa s t h i s , i s
that we have three boards of higher education. One is, we have
t he Unive r s i t y o f Ne b r a ska Regents ; w e h av e t he St a t e Col l ege
Board. The University of Nebraska takes care of roughly 40,000
s tudents. To take care of another 6,000 to 8,000 students, w e
not only have the Sta t e Col lege Bo ard, but we have a
coordinating board between the two. N ow, if we throw in t he
community colleges as well, why, we then end up having four
d i f f e r e n t sy s t e m s , n o n e o f wh i ch i n t e g r a t e wi t h t h e o t h e r . Th ey
say t h a t t h e y c o o r d i n a t e t h e i r a c t i v i t i e s . I t h i n k . . .

SENATOR CUDABACK PRESIDING

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

SENATOR JOHNSON: .. .we can do much better coordination. Want
to call your attention to two articles. One was in Saturday' s
paper. And what this is, is an article by Graham Spanier, who
used to be the chancellor here in Lincoln. He is now at Penn
State. Th i s is what he say s. Form er NU chan cellor s a ys
improving Penn State easier because of the system's agility. He
says that he can get done in one year at Penn State, with a lot
more students, than what we can get done in Nebraska in three
years . Al so , t he pap e r . . . ? t h i nk t hi s i s ac t ual l y t hi s mo r n i n g .
The Coordinating Commission that coordinates higher education in
N ebraska b r o k e n e w g r o und Tuesday, a p p r o v i n g a f our -y e a r d e g r e e
p rogram fo r a pr i vat e f o r -p r o f i t i ns t i t ut i on , I TT Te c h n i c a l
Institute. The need has been established over and over again,
says their chairman.
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