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vote this morning. Thank you.

SENATOR VRTISKA: Thank you, Senator Schimek. Next speaker is
Senator Thompson, on the Bromm amendment, AM1881.

SENATOR THOMPSON: Tha nk you, Nr . President, members o f the
body. I'm going to support this compromise. But I do want to
highlight two other things that are happening that might give
you some other options, and in the long run may, I hope, help
the situation. First is, on the next bill, LB 408, there will
be an opportunity to look at the issue of the Highway Trust
Fund. I have an amendment filed there. You can't do it on this
bill. And I know there's some of you who would like to have
this as an either/or thing. And.. but you would be able to look
at that. A 5 percent cut to the state projects only would give
you enough to fund this section of education. But in the
a bsence of that, we' re going to have to l ook here. Th e
education lobby, I think, has been very generous in being
willing to come forward and trying to reach this compromise.
And I appreciate that. But there will be another opportunity to
look at revenue from the Highway Trust Fund. And it would be
t he s t at e pr oj ec t s onl y . And l et m e g i ve y o u my p h i l o s o phy o f
t hat . Wh e n y o u e l i m i n a t e v e r t i ca l l y pr og r ams a t t h e u n i v e r s i t y ,
t o pu t t ho s e b ac k w i l l be ex t r e mel y d i f f i cu l t . Whe n y o u l o o k a t
eliminating teacher programs, putting those back is extremely
d i f f i cu l t , becau s e you l ose t he expe r t i se , a n d y o u l o s e t he
structure that's there. I don't think it hurts to say, we' re
not going to do that much construction next year, and be able to
sustain the education program. And as it was said earlier, that
f und has f l uc t u a t e d o v e r t he year s anyw ay. And I t h i nk a
5 p ercent, or a 10 pe r ce n t , dep e nd ing u p on where we end up h e r e
today, might be an option for you. The second thing I want to
talk about is an interim study resolution that a number of us
have been working on, and Senator Johnson mentioned yesterday.
We need to l ook a t h ow we are financing higher education in
Nebraska. We can't continue to bleed higher ed down to nothing.
And so w e ' r e g o i n g t o h av e t o l oo k a t s t r u c t u r e , we ' r e g o i ng t o
look at governance, we' re going to have to look at a lot of
o ther t hi n g s , a n d h o w h i g he r e d uca t i o n l i nks b e t ween t he s t at e
c ol l eges , t h e u n iv e rs i t y , t he co mnuni t y co l l e g e s y s t em . we n e e d
t o l ook at a who l e l ot o f i ssue s . And I wi l l be wo r k i n g w i t h
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