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the magic nu mber I d o n't know. But we' re getting to the area
that I th in k all of us a re g o ing to have to swallow just a
little bit hard and say, this is where I'm going to have to come
d own, whether I like it or not. We' re in the a rea that, whe n
you bring 4 9 , o r 30, 33, 30, or 25 to get a consensus on what
should be done, it's extremely difficult. A nd this year is
extraordinary in that capacity. So I ask you to think long and
hard whether you want to m ake deeper cu t s and be sho rt on
revenue, or if you want to make more cuts and have to...and not
have to raise so much r evenue. We ' re tr ying to find that
balance On ce aga i n , this is being done in the public arena.
Y ou' re going to have to think through, what is th e ne xt ste p ?
There are other steps we' re going to take Bu t will that number
be reached, considering some of the coaanents that have been made
on this floor already this morning? And I assume we' re going to
h ave mor e . What kind of a policy are...

SENATOR VRTISKA PR ES IDING

SENATOR VRTISKA: One minute.

SENATOR WEHRBEIN : . . .or would you rather come back here in June
with a special session and start all over again within the
c onfines of what the Governor might or might not say, or h ow
restricted that would be? Do you really want to sacrifice
education to the extent that his proposal is? I would ask you
t hat t wi ce . Do you r eal l y wa n t t o sac r i f i ce ed u c a t i o n t o t he
extent that his proposal did? And re member, that w as d o n e
before even the additional $69 million shortfall was...happened
in February. So his budget is pretty far apart also. So no
matter how unreasonable you think we are, the facts of life are,
we' ve g o t t o c ome together and come to a consensus, or the
r esul t i n g . . . t he r es u l t m a y b e e v e n worse f o r many t han i t i s
now. So I would urge you to give serious consideration to. . .

SENATOR VRTISKA: T ime.

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: .. .this amendment. Thank you.

SENATOR V RT I S KA : (V i s i t o r s i n t r od u c e d . ) Th e ne x t sp e a k e r i s
S enato r S ch i m e k.
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