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Schrock's comments ab out th e H igh way Trust Fund. We ' ve not
g ot te n i n t o t h a t . . .o n e o f t h e p r ob l e ms . . .an d I t h i n k i t ' s
appropriate, as we talk here about it on the school issue, is,
I' ve said it many times and I' ve never had anyone disagree with
me, but one of our d i lemmas i n this state is ...as w e lose
p opulation in the western part of the s tate, is w e ar e
abandoning infrastructure, highways and schools being a v e ry
obvious, and we ' re rebuilding those in eastern Nebraska, Omaha
and Linco ln , i f you wi l l . And so t he Hi ghwa y Tr u st Fund i s
vulnerable because, obviously, we' re building a six-lane now
between Omaha an d L in coln . In my a rea alone , my ...we' re
scheduled for 2008 , n o w it's 2009, a two-lane...or, four-lane
b etween P l a t t s m o u t h a nd O maha . An d I ' m g e t t i ng i n t r e me nd o u s
pressure to get that road in there, because of the increased
t r a f f i c t h a t we h a v e a l l a r ou n d m y a r e a , c l e a r t o Neb r a s k a Ci t y ,
a nd I think it goes clear up north i nto Senator M i nes' ar ea .
And so ...and now we have the same dilemna in schools, as we
abandon schools. We want to hold the state aid up to schools in
rural Nebraska, and here we are building two new high schools in
Lincoln, other schools, elementary schools, junior high schools,
both in Omaha and Lincoln. And there's many more on line. So
this d istribution of funds goes on. Once again, we' re
abandoning, and then we' re having to rebuild it. And the st ate
is very vulnerable on this Highway Trust Fund and/or the state
aid formula. And so that's the pressure t hat I see on the
Highway Trust Fund. It isn't necessarily all farm-to-market
roads or rural interstate. It's the enormous amount of traffic
t hat i s he r e u p a n d d own t h e M i s s our i R ive r , i f you wi l l , ver sus
the gond roads, in general, that I' ve been told and have
observed in western Nebraska, that are not nearly as heavily
used as they used to be. S o we have that dilemna. And it' s
v ery d i f f i cu l t t o ar r i ve at a f o rm u l a t ha t ' s f ai r t o ever yon e .
But I think we have that obligation to do that, in terms of the
Highway Trust Fund, to try to provide adequate roads for the
population that ar e there. W hether we like it or not, schools
are increasing that pressure on us for more funding for growth
areas, and the same is true in the highway area. The only other
thing I wan ted to say was ...about this amendment...that I'm
hopefu l t h a t wi l l b e a co mp r o m i s e . I ' v e l i s t e ne d c a r e f u l l y t o
what ' s be i ng s a i d . Some of you on one side say it's not enough;
another says...others are saying it's too much. Whether this is
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