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SENATOR WEHRBEIN: We ll, yeah.

SENATOR SCHROCK: And that would be.. .and that's fine, but they
weren't planning on that.

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: The ...I'm g e tting some figures f or the
construction s ide o f it. The n umber that you quoted is true,
although that includes cities and counties road building fund
as well as the state And I am getting some numbers that I will
be happy to pass out when I get them. I have seen them i n the
p ast . I n f ac t , I had i t done f o r m e a c o u p l e , t hr e e months a g o .
And Nike Lovelace is getting them again for me. It shows our
construction has been a gradual increase over the years of
about, as my memory says, 1 or 2 percent. We have not had a
large increase year to year in road construction. Now, I can' t
explain that against these increase in revenues, although I
assume some of this balances out over the year. In other words,
t he r evenue comes i n , a n d i t . . . on e may f a l l i n one f i s c al yea r ,
versus ano t h e r . I t ' s pr oba b l y u n e ven i n c ome. A nd I ' l l ve r i f y
if that's accurate. But our road construction budget has not
b een. . . we ' ve no t i nc r e a sed t h a t e x o r b it a n t l y , you m i g h t sa y , on e
y ear , or t ha t i s t he i s sue I t ' s been a gr ad ua l e x p a n s i o n ,
o r . . .

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: . . .growth, i f you wi l l . Ou r com mi t t e e t ook
t hi s i nt o acc o u n t . And I gu e s s s ome o f i t ' s phi l os o p h i c a l . We
have strong belief...

SENATOR SCHROCK: Let me ask one more question b e fore my tim e
r uns out . Mos t of ou r s t at e a g e n c i e s h av e t a k e n a nywhere f r o m a
12 to 18 percent cut. Wh y does the Highway Trust Fund.. .why
does t h e D e p a r tm en t of Roa d s g e t of f t h e h oo k ? An d wh y ca n ' t
t hey hel p ou t a l i t t l e bi t ?

SENATOR WEHRBEIN : We l l , l i k e I sa i d , i t ' s a p h i l o s op h i c a l
issue. A lot of it is the fact that roads are important for
economic development.

SENATOR SCHROCK: Education is important, Senator Wehrbein.

6684


