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h appened o u t a t Cl ay Ce n t e r I t h i nk i s wr o ng , an d i t ' s p a i n f u l .
And I do n ' t wa n t mo r e o f t ha t a c t i v i t y t o t a k e p l a ce I t i s a
f ac t o f l i f e t h a t Ka n sa s St a t e , who i s l e s s p r od u c t i v e
agr i c u l t u r a l l y t h a n we a r e , s pe n d s mo r e t h an t h e Un i v e r s i t y o f
Nebraska o n ag r e se a r c h . So we a r e l a c k i n g i n ag r e se a r c h . Th e
u niversity is lacking the resources, or t..aey haven't put their
priority there. You draw your conclusions. B ut I would like to
see more m o ney channeled into ag research than is being done,
a nd i n t o t h e I n s t i t u t e o f Ag r i c u l t u r e a nd Na t u r a l Re so u r ce s . I
t h in k i t ' s wo e f u l l y u nd e r f u n d e d . Se n a t o r W e h r b e i n, i f I ma y a sk
y ou k i n d o f a p h i l o s op h i c a l q u e s t i on ? An d I k n ow y ou ' r e wo r k i ng
on some numbers. T he H ighway Trust Fund.. .first of all, we' ve
g one through two regular sessions of cuts, a special session o f
cuts. The H igh way Trust Fund seems to have gone unscathed in
all this. Is that the case?

SENATOR CUDABACK: Senator Wehrbein, would you respond?

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: We l l , i n t e r ms o f t a k i ng cu t s f r o m t he
Highway T r u s t Fu n d , y e s .

SENATOR SCHROCK: And I know that for some people that's sacred.
And I can t e l l yo u , r o a d s a r e i mp o r t a nt t o r u r a l Ne b r a s k a . Bu t
I 'm wonde r i n g .

. .you know, they got a 7.7 percent i ncrease f r om
the year 2001 t o the yea r 2002. An d I' m wondering if there
i sn ' t a l i t t l e b i t o f wi gg l e r o om t h e r e . An d ma y b e a cu t ca n b e
taken there, a temporary cut. I wouldn't support any p e r manent
c uts . I f t he r e c o u l d be s om e t h i ng . . . some ad j u s t m e n t s t h e r e t o
maybe help out some of our other problem areas. And I cons ider
education a prob lem area . And you know, since when did the
Highway Trust Fund bec ome sacred in a ll these budget
cut t i n g . . . i n a l l t h i s b u d g e t c u t t i n g p r o ce s s ? And h a s t he
Approp r i a t i o n s C o mmi t t ee t a k e n a l o ng , h a r d l oo k a t t h at ?

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: Well , Senator S chrock, w e have done . . .we
d id . . .a year ago , y ou know, we d id take the mone y . . . t h e
difference between the 5 and the 5.5 percent.

SENATOR SCHROCK: B ut i f I may i n t e r r u p t , t h a t wa s a wi nd f a l l
i nc r e a s e
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