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e ar l i e r . I t h i n k t he i d e a o f a n i nc ome t ax i n s t e a d o f
i nc r e a s i n g p r op e r t y t a x e s i s a g o o d i d ea . Now , I wan t y o u t o
unders t an d t h a t i f we d o t h i s a n d we do L B 54 0 , y e a h , i t ma y no t
i mpact t h e o v e r a l l b u dg et o f t h e L i n c o l n Pu b l i c Sch o o l s . I t ma y
not , de p e n d i n g o n wh e t h e r p eo p l e a r e wi l l i n g t o r a i se t h e
p rope r t y t a x e s ag a i n . Bu t t h i s i s mo r e t h a n j u s t ab ou t t h e
Linco l n P u b l i c Sc ho o l s . Ab o u t . . . i t ' s a b ou t s ch oo l s a l l ove r t h e
state. And there's a lot of d i fferent n eeds a nd a lot o f
different resources throughout the state. I liked what Senator
Kruse was talking about. You know, a matter of a few c e nts on
the alcohol tax might do some of this for us. I s till believe
there are other ways, besides cutting into schools. May b e the
lobby has agreed to this, Senator Nines. But have you asked
your school teachers in your districts whether they agree to
this or no t? They are the ones who are going to have to bear
the brunt. Have you asked the school boards in y our d is tricts
how t h ey f e e l ab o u t i t ? T he s ch o o l d i s t r i c t . . .o r , t h e sc h oo l
boards are the ones who, at the grass roots level, they are the
ones who have to deal with all the problems that we' re handing
down to t h em . I t ' s k i nd of l i ke w e h a v e t o d e a l wi t h al l t he
problems that the federal government hands down to us, and we
get more irritated by the year because t here's m ore mandates,
and they don't deliver on the special education money like they
said they would, and they don't deliver on the Medicaid money
like they should, and Medicare. S o we' re, in essence, just
handing down some of the problems that we' re having right now,
t o t h e l o ca l s ch o ol d i st r i c t s . An d r e me mber , t h e se s c ho o l b o a r d
members are all volunteers. And yet, they are faced to...asked
to face some of the most serious kinds of problems that you and
I a r e f ac i ng t o r i g h t h e r e o n t h e f l oo r o f t h i s Le g i s l a t u r e .
And I agree with Senator Johnson about the grandest g eneration.
And I t h i n k t h a t t h ey s a cr i f i c e d a l o t , a n d t h ey n ev e r
complained about it, as Senator Thompson suggested on the floor
a few weeks back. But right now, they are the ones that we are
going to be hitting the hardest if we drive up property taxes.
And you know it, and I know it. They are the elderly, who are
on f i x e d i n c omes, an d t h e y a r e l i v i ng , t r y i ng t o l i ve i n t he i r
homes, and they are as king us not to increase their property
taxes. So I would much rather see us increase income taxes or
liquor taxes, or whatever it takes. But not...
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