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FLOOR DEBATE

L B 4 0 7Nay 14 , 2 0 03

o ne o r LB . . .or , A N 1 8 81 . Th a nk yo u .

S ENATOR CUDABACK: Th a nk y ou , Se na t o r Lo u d e n . Se n a t o r J a n s se n
on the Raikes amendment.

SENATOR JANSSEN: Thank you, Senator Cudaback, members o f the
Legi s l a t u r e . L oo k s t o me l i k e we ar e o n ce ag a i n p u t t i ng t h e
b all back into the local schoo l d istr icts' cou rt s .
A dollar five, fo ur...five, wh atever it is, that levy does not
mean t h a t y o u wi l l a u t o m a ti c a l l y ha v e t h a t l ev y wi t h i n t h a t
school district. A nd I' ve said this before. It's likely, but
there ar e s om e sc h o o l s wh o r ea l l y ha v e t o f i g h t t o g e t u p t o
that do l l a r n ow . I kn o w wh a t ' s h ap p en i n g . Th ey ' r e p u t t i n g
money back aside somewhere, into a rainy day fund, or whatever
y ou wa nt t o c a l l i t . And t h a t ' s i n c a s e t h ey g et i n t o t r o u b l e .
The b o a r d s . . .the school b oards are acco untable. They' r e
a ccount a b l e t o t h e co n s t i t u e n t s o f t h a t d i s t r i c t . And t h i s b od y
and the federal go vernment h ave ma d e m an dates u pon tho se
schools. And we' ve added to that. We' ve added to the p roblems
that they are hav ing and they' re witnessing right now. We' ve
demanded things of the schools, and said, look, you' re going to
have to do t h is. Some of those demands were warranted, and
others I wonder about. But we ha ve pu t the b urden back
on...we' ve been responsible. This body has been responsible for
some of the demands we have put on the schools, and forced those
l ev ie s t o go h i gher . Do schoo l s have f at t hey c a n t r i m?
Certa i n l y t h e y d o. Som e o f t he m , t h e y ' r e v e r y l ea n . But t her e
are districts out there that can trim, just as this body has to
do on occasion. But there are some of them who can hardly make
it. And they have the ability to override those levies. And
a nothe r t h i n g I wan t y o u t o t h i n k ab o ut a l i t t l e b i t . Wha t
would t he sch o o l s b e d o i n g , t he p u b l i c sch o o l s b e d o i n g n ow , i f
we hadn ' t ha v e p ut t h e r u l e o f 8 5 i n p l a ce f o u r o r f i v e y e a r s
ago? Th a t h as a l l o wed so me p e o p l e t o re t i r e , an d l e t n ew ,
younger teachers come into a system. It 's been a godsend to a
lot of sch ool districts. Yet I remember, when that was done,
h ow some pe o p l e o n t h e f l o o r wo u l d sa y , y ou ' r e l o s i n g a l l o f
t ha t g r e a t ex p e r i e n c e . We l l , whe n a t e a c h er g e t s t o t h a t ag e
and that many y ears o f ser vice, yo u know, som etimes t h eir
frustration sets i n. And very few teachers wait and go above
that rule of 85 b e fore they ret ire. There a r e f i r s t - ,
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