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board, because they can go ahead and raise their mill levy up to
t hat , wi t ho u t hav i ng t o have a sp e c i a l el ec t i o n . Som e o f our
districts have already had special elections in past years, and
t hey' re abo v e t hat $1.04, $1.05. S o that part, I don't see
where we' re g oing to do my area much good. W h atever we do on
that, it puts it r ight back onto the property taxes. And on
your s t a t e c ol l eg e s , w hen you ge t t o t he A M1881, an y cu t s t hat
come to the sta te colleges goes right back on property taxes.
And that's usually our problem in our rural areas, is t he rate
of ou r pr op e r t y ta x e s . I t ' s mo s t l y b l ee d i ng t he e co n o my o u t
there. It has been for quite a while. Property taxes has to be
paid whether you make a nickel or not. Ther e's no ne gotiation
on it. And o f course , when you get around. . .we' re t a l k i ng
about , ac c o r d i n g to t h i s h an d ou t , we ' re g o i n g t o c u t $ 5 mi l l i o n
for t he n e x t t wo ye a r s f r om t h e u n i v e r s i t y . An d I q u e s t i o n , h a s
anybody a s k ed t h e u n i v e r s i t y h ow t h e y ' re g o i n g t o t a k e t h a t
f und i ng ? Th e y ' r e . . .they don't l evy a tax , su ch as your
community co l l eg e or any t h i ng . So wha t e v er m oney t h e y h a ve i s
m oney that's appropriated from the Legislature some way o r
another. Here a bout two weeks ago, we w ere fighting and
w restling and doing our best to get the Forest Service back on
t rack t hat was cut . That was c u t f r o m , w h at , be t w een 600 a nd
800 thousand dollars, the reason that was cut. So I'm sure when
you go over there and cut 5 million bucks off, there's going to
be s o meth in g el se t ha t ' s goi ng t o be ver t i cal l y cut . I f no
one's made contact with them, what are we ready to cut from the
university? We going to cut out the law college? You have a
law college in Omaha. Do we need one in Lincoln? Maybe that' s
what has to be cut. Someplace along the line, I think we have
to realize that some of our appropriations and some of our
budgets ar e comi n g t oget he r . Ther e ar e a l o t of t .>e s e, t he
universities, the colleges, a lot of these entities around have
worked on t hei r budge t s , a n d t he y ' ve p r o b abl y g o t t h e m f a i r l y
well s t re a ml i n ed . And I t hi nk p r o b a b l y i t ' s up t o us t o go
ahead a n d f i nd out wher e we ' re g oi ng t o r ai se t he r eve n u e .
There's ways to do it. It can be done. There's a tax system
been in place in Nebraska for 30 years or so that's made so it
can be adjusted up and down. The problem is, is whether you
have n e r v e eno u g h t o adj u st i t up and down . I t hi nk i t ' s
probably come time to look at that procedure. At t h e present
t ime , I d o n ' t t h i n k I ' l l su p p o r t e i t he r ame n dment , e i t he r t h a t
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