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are okay. T h e taxes we talk about, income taxes, we talk about
sales taxes, and we talk about property taxes. And many times
o n t h e f l o o r , wh e n w e t a l k ab o u t t ax e s , we o n l y t a l k ab o u t
income taxes a n d sales taxes. P roperty taxes don't get talked
about. People say, I don't want to raise taxes . Wha t taxes
don't you want to raise? I mean, let's be specific. Do we want
to raise income tax, sales tax, or is it property tax? And when
we come ba ck on this issue.. .and I could support LB 540, and I
reluctantly did, but I will still continue to do that Bu t to
go t h i s f a r , I p r o b ab l y am n ot g o i ng t o g o t h i s fa r . I do n ' t
f ee l t h a t I c an t ak e t he cu t i n ed u c a t i o n a n d p u t i t b a ck o n my
p rope r t y t ax o wn e r s . We h av e j u s t , ho p e f u l l y , co m e o ut o f a
d rought. Have we? We don 't know yet. We ' ve had so m e n ic e
rains this sp r ing, but we ' ve got several months of summer in
front of us. Our farmers have not made any money for th e last
two years . If the y break even this year, that will be a good
t h i ng , a nd m a y b e t h e y ' l l be a b l e t o s t ay i n b u s i ne s s . Bu t I
don't think that we can go to them and expect them to pay more
p roper t y t a x e s b e c a u s e w e ' r e n ot wi l l i n g on t h e f l o o r t o r a i se
i ncome t a x e s h o p e f u l l y b a c k t o t h e 1 99 6 l ev e l an d b r oa d e n t h e
sales tax base or maintain more sales tax. Because of t h at, I
am n o t g o i ng t o su p p o r t t h i s . Be ca u s e I d o n ' t wan t my p r o pe r t y
owners t o h a v e t o c on t i n u e t o b e a r t h e b u r d e n o f a 11 o f t h i s .
T hank y o u .

SENATOR CUDABACK: T hank you, Senator McDonald. Senator Louden
o n t h e R a ik e s am e ndment t o AM 1 8 8 1 .

S ENATOR LOUDEN: T hank you, Senator Cudaback and members of t h e
body . On Sen a t o r Ra i ke s ' amen d men t t o LB 54 0 (s i c ) , I ha v e
m ixed concerns with that. F irst of all, whether you have it a t
$1.04, $1.05, o r whatever number you have, we have some school
districts that don't receive an y state aid any way, in the
49th L e g i s l a t i ve Di s t r i c t . So wha t e v e r nu m be r y ou ch o o s e w o n ' t
make that much difference to them. But there are some districts
that are relying on state aid considerably. And whenever any of
tha t i s cu t , why , t h a t j u s t t wi st s t h e ba y on e t a l i t t l e b i t mo r e
o n t h em . Th e . . makes a b i g ge r p r o b l e m f o r t - " .-m t o f i nd some
o the r r ev e n u e . By r a i s i ng i t f r om $ 1 . 04 t o $ 1 05 . o r , wh e n we
sta r t e d o ut a t $ 1 . 0 0 an d r a i se d i t u p t o whe r e we a " e n ow , o ne
thing it will do is take a little bit of the heat cff the school
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