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think we are giv ing those persons a very bad time. I'm even
more disturbed a bout the cuts to higher education. And what' s
f ru s t r a t i n g ab o u t i t i s t ha t we ' v e g o t $2 0 mi l l i o n l a y i ng o n t h e
table, $20 million that won't hurt a single person or a s i ngle
group. Are we ready to consider that against these kinds of
cuts ? I ' m t a l k i ng a b o ut 2 c e n t s o n a ca n o f be e r . So we a r e
going to increase property taxes here. And are we saying that
the 's better than putting 2 cents on a ca n of bee r? We ' r e
goi .g t o r ai se t u i t i on at our h i ghe r ed u c a t i o n , an d c e r t a i n l y
that's a far better solution than raising beer b y 2 cents. N ow,
I 'm not p i ck i n g o n b e e r . I ' m t ak i ng a n y k i n d o f a pr od uc t t hat
is undertaxed. And this one clearly is undertaxed, because the
present tax is 2 cents. Are we going to p ut our k ids in a
deficit fo r the i r own deve lopment, wh ich is e conomic
development, for us? H as economic development lost favor so
much t h a t w e co n s i d er i t l e s s i mp o r t a n t t ha n ke ep i n g 2 c en t s o f f
o f a c a n o f b ee r ? We ar e t a l k i ng a b o u t c omm uni t y c o l l e g e s wh e r e
there's the g re atest gr owth in persons, w h ere there is the
greatest...persons who haven't been to c ollege and who se
f ami l i e s h a v en ' t b e e n t o co l l eg e , wh e r e t h e r e ' s t h e b e s t c h an c e
for economic development, where we can be favored and they can
be favored. But i t's better to cut them than 2 cents on a can
of beer? Wh e re ar e ou r pr i o r i t i es? Ther e ar e a l ot o f . . .

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

SENATOR KRUSE: ...other things wh ere we ' re testing t h at
p r i o r i t y , a n d I sa l u t e t h a t . I am v e r y g r a t e f u l t o Se na t o r
Erdman for getting this conversation started yesterday. And he
did it in a very good way. I hope we continue in a good way.
We loo k a t t h e p r i o r i t i e s t h a t we h av e , a nd we l o o k a t
$20 million laying on the tab l e th a t is not going to hurt a
single person or a single group. I thank you.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Kruse. Senator Mc Donald,
followed by Senator Louden.

SENATOR McDONALD: Mr . President, members of the body, I too, my
top priority is education. And I have a lot of rural schools
out i n m y co mmun i t i e s . An d whe n I me t wi t h t he m t h i s f a l l p r i o r
to this session, they came to me and said, you know what, taxes
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