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certainly schools in my area are looking much more at co-oping
on teachers and programs. Schools that are 7 to 15 miles apart,
Senator Schimek, are sharing a French teacher. We wouldn' t
complain about having a different teacher at all. We just want
to have one. A nd we ha v e to co-op in those arrangements in
order to give what I consider to be even a comparable education
program, hopefully, to some of the larger schools. Be that as
it may, I think this re presents a n e ff ort to try to g ive
education maybe t he best th a t we can hope for out of this
b udget . I s i t wh a t we wo u l d l i k e , wh a t ed u c a t i o n wo u l d l i ke ?
No. Bu t f o r t h e mo s t p a r t I t h i n k , a t l e a s t t he K - 12 p e o p l e
that I have talked to and the university people I have ta l ked
to, I don't think they' re going to feel like they have been
t rea ted b a d l y or u nf ai r l y i f we do t h i s , i f we do t hi s
amendment. T he p roperty ta x com ponent is a tough one and
cer t a i n l y wou l d n o t c r i t i c i ze a ny o n e e i t h e r wa y t h a t t h ey wen t
f or t hat r easo n . But we e m barked on t h i s pr o p e r t y t ax t h i ng ,
quite honestly, we didn't know if $1.10 or $ 1.05 o r $1 .0 0 o r
9 0 cents was the ans wer in terms of local school support. It
wasn't cast in concrete. There wasn't a scientific amount of
data to ba se that number on. It was our best judgment I think
at the time in trying to get the average person's property tax
level down to a total, if they live in a city particularly, to
around $2.00 total. And so the component of that that was K - 1 2
education was $1.10, ratcheted down to $1.00. And while we were
racheting down to $1.00, we hit hard times, and we have to make
hard decisions. And it's not a copout to say that it's still up
to the local board to make that decision. There are som e who
feel that our schools in some areas could be more open to change
and to restructuring. And if it means raising the property tax
to $1.05 or sharing some teachers or looking at perhaps even
something more drastic, such as a consolidation, with the hopes
that you can get down to $1.00 or below $ 1.00 , t h e n I t h i n k
we...I think it would be a good thing in that respect. It would
be a p ositive incentive for people to look at their structures
rather than just automatically going to $1 .05, no ques tions
a sks d . I t h i n k a l o t o f s ch o o l s wi l l n o t d o t h a t wi t h ou t
looking at internally at what they can do. We' ve stayed away
f rom t r y i ng t o f or ce schoo l s t o do t h i ng s i n t er ms of
r es t r u c t u r e . We h av en ' t d on e t ha t , so . . .

6668


