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t oday, when we' re r e a l l y get t i ng d o wn t o t he ni t t y -gr i t t y of t he
fight. You know, which way do y o u go? Do yo u cut the
educat i on ? D o y o u r ai s e t he t ax e s ? I am r ea l l y un d e c i de d t h i s
t i me . Bu t a co m men t t h a t wa s m a d e b y Se n a t o r W e h r b e i n, I r e a l l y
kind o f t o o k t h a t t o hear t . Real i st i ca l l y , t he co mments made on
education, the schools, you know, there's a lot of excess money,
t here ' s a w a s t e o f m o ney i n t her e , b u t r ea l i s t i cal l y he m ade t h e
comment that it i s u p to the school board to, you know, look
that straight in the eye and do those cuts right at home, and I
r eal l y t ot a l l y agr e e w i t h t ha t . But I am k i nd of bes i d e myse l f .
I do n ' t know whi ch way t o go at t h i s a t t he pr es en t t i m e. I
don't like to raise the taxes. Fir st of a l l, I was not in
agreement with going from $1.00 to $1.04, and that goes back to
o nly t h e p r o p e r t y o wners . I t ' s ge t t i ng t o be a po i nt w h e r e i t ' s
a penalty to own property anymore, but now we' re going to be
raising that to $1 . 0 5 to hopefully generate some more money.
The major i t y of m y p e o p l e i n my d i s t r i c t r eal l y suppo r t t he
i ncome t ax r at e , r a i s i ng t he i nc ome t ax . Got so me e - ma i l s a n d
some letters today on, you know, ra ise it back to the 1997
l eve l . I g e t a l o t o f su pp o r t f o r t h a t . Bu t I ' m n o t g e t t i n g
hardly an y s u ppo r t , m a t t e r of f ac t none , as f ar as r a i s i ng
p ropert y t axe s. So I ' m go i ng t o cont i n u e t o l i s t en . As a
freshman senator, I'm kind of getting into the works of this
n ow, b ut I need t o g et so met h i n g s o t h a t I can def e n d an d t a k e
back to my constituents as to the reason I vote in a certain
direction. I do net like to cut education, but if this is part
of the program and it seems like that's the direction that we' re
going to be taking, cutting some there and raising some taxes, I
possibl y w i l l have t o j oi n t he gr o u p and t r y t o get t o t he
u l t i mat e goa l . But at t he p r es e n t t i m e , I ' m g o i n g t o con t i n u e
t o l i st e n. And I t han k y o u f o r t h i s t i m e. Tha n k y o u .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you , Sen ator St uthman.
B eut l e r , f o l l ow e d b y Se n a t o r Br o m n .

SENATOR BEUTLER: S enator Cudaback, first of all, I just wanted
t o i n d i ca t e t h a t ce r t a i n l y t h e Ra i k e s ame n dm en t i s a n
appropriate amendment and I thank him for submitting it. Let me
t e l l yo u h o ne st l y , I h o p e y o u r e j e c t t h e ame n dment . Th a t ' s
what ' s i n my he a r t . An d i f y ou d o r e j e c t the amendment, what
that means to me i s you' re willing to fight for a little more
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