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I g u e ss ma k e f o r i n t e r e s t i ng r e a d i ng . I f e e l f r u s t r a t e d a t
times, but I do also understand the process. I a lso understand
t hat m y o p i n i o n i s my o p i n i o n . And I d i d my be st t o o f f e r t o
t he b od y a n d I b e l i e v e t h a t som e o f t h e t h i n g s t h a t I o f f e r e d t o
the body are now showing up, for whatever reason. So from that
standpoint, I am at l east gr ateful t ha t we have bega n the
discussion. I am a little bit...I'm going to wonder out loud if
we' re wi l l i n g t o a l so f i n d ad d i t i o n a l mo n e y i n o t h e r p a r t s o f
t he b u d g e t ; i f we ' r e a c t u a l l y a t t h e p o i n t wh e r e we c a n ' t l o ok
anywhere else. I ' v e bee n told repe atedly an d I sincerely
bel i e v e t h e App r op r i a t i on s Com mit t e e b e l i ev e s t h i s , e sp e c i a l l y
Senato r We h r b e i n, t h a t t h i s i s whe r e we wou l d ha v e t o g o , b u t i f
we' re going to have to go here why can't we have to go somewhere
e lse as we l l ? Why can ' t we f or ce some t hi ngs t o ha p p en
e lsewhere ? W hy c a n ' t we l oo k a t t h e bu dg et a n d s ay , y o u k n ow
what, we ne ed to be protecting, we need to set some priorities
and t h o se ar e , on e , h ow we sp e n d t he mo n e y , i n s t e a d o f t r y i ng t o
bring ev e r ybody , l i ke w e c o n t i n u a l l y ar e doi ng , i nt o a b i g pot
a nd t r y i n g t o h o l d ev e r yb o d y i n t h i s b i g po t ? We ' r e t r y i ng t o
g et v o t e s . I u nd e r s t a n d t ha t . Bu t t h e r e a l i t y i s , i s wh en
you' re trying to get the votes, I think at the end of the day we
also need to make sure that when we' ve gotten those votes at the
e nd of t h a t t i m e we ' ve been ab l e t o po i n t t o pr i or i t i es a n d s a y ,
we tried t o protect these things, we' ve tried to protect those
th i n gs , w e ' re wi l l i n g t o g i v e up on t h e se i n or d e r t o p r o t e c t
whatever. So, while I appreciate this, I'm going to continue to
listen. I'm hope ful that there will be other individuals and
more willingness, I guess, to begin to look at other parts of
the b u dg e t . I k n ow t h ey ' re n o t e a s y d e c i s i on s . I kn o w t h a t
what I offered yesterday obviously wasn't the answer, but it was
a number a n d i t wa s a p l a ce t o s t a r t , a n d I t h i n k i t ' s a
r easonable at t em p t t o l et you know exact l y whe r e I am.
Obviously, it was about where 15 other members were. I don ' t
know i f we v o t e f o r t h i s i f t h a t me a ns t h a t n ow w e ' r e ok a y wi t h
everything, because I' ll tell you that I, if I w ould vo te for
th is , i t doesn ' t mean I ' m vot i n g fo r ever y t h i n g e l s e i n t h i s
p ackage , b e c a u s e I d o b e l i ev e t h a t we n ee d t o c on t i nu e t o l o o k
further and fur ther. A nd if we' re going to take this off the
t ab l e . . .which i s wh at I d i d t o my ame n dment . I we n t t o a l e v e l
on e du c a t i o n , I t o o k t he m o f f t h e t ab l e , a n d t h en we st a r t e d
l ook i n g a t o t h e r a r e a s . An d I f ou n d o u t t h at some o f t h o se
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