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i n t r o d u c e d . ) On wi t h d i s cu s s i o n o f t h e FA1 35 9 , o f f e r e d by
Senator Raikes, Senator Schrock, followed by Senator Schimek and
1 3 ot h e r s .

S ENATOR SCHROCK: Mr . President, members of the L egislature, I
might support the Raikes amendment to this amendment, but I am
not g o i n g t o sup p o r t AM 1 8 81. Le t me t e l l y o u why . Se n a t o r
Bourne, if you' re listening, maybe we did do something drastic
yesterday, and maybe t h a t ' s wh at t h e s t a t e n ee d s , bu t i f y ou ' r e
from the 38 t h Leg islative District something drastic happened
l as t y e a r . Th ey c u t 1 9 p o s i t i o n s a t Cl ay Ce n t e r , t he un i v e r s i t y
d id . I t h u r t . I t hu r t b a d . And i f y ou ' r e a L i n co l n s e n a t o r
and they c ut I don 't kno w how many jobs at the L incoln
Correctional Center (inaudible), that hurts. So some dras tic
things have ha ppened, and now you want to come back in and cut
the university some more just because we can't raise a little
revenue. A litt le money means a lot. Now I get together with
f armers . Th a t sho u l d n ' t be a sho c k t o yo u . The l as t t hi ng t he y
said when I c a me t o t he L e g is l a t u r e t hi s ye ar wa s don ' t r ai se
our property taxes. Well, we did $1.04 in the committee. I
r eluc t an t l y su p p o r t e d t ha t . Now we ' r e g o i n g t o $1 . 05? We ' r e
j us t pass i n g t he buck , f ol ks . We ' r e put t i ng i t back o n t he
people who can least afford to pay for it. The l ast resource
that we should be i ncreasing is our property taxes. Y ou' re
putt i n g a n o t he r p e nny o n t h em . M a yb e I sho u l d n ' t car e . That ' s
an e a s y way o u t . We ' r e t ak i n g t he e a s y way o u t . I ' d l i ke t o
say something about the process also. Unless you' ve served on
the Appropriations Committee, you' re not quite sure what they go
through. L ate nights; every state agency comes in, what, three
times during the year? T hen you go through them an d you take
cuts, and maybe one senator can take a staff member and come up
with a whole new amendment or proposal and it can be d ramatic
and wonderful, but unless you' ve gone through the process you
don't understand. Now I know tax i n creases a ren ' t d e s i r ab l e ,
b ut we h av e cu t a l o t i n t h e p a s t t wo y e a r s , h ug e am o u n t s o f
money. Can we come up halfway? Somebody says we need to come
halfway. Well , the gap was $750 million, wasn't it, Senator
Wehrbein? It wasn't 350. It was 750. I think we came halfway.
Now I d on ' t k n ow w h e th e r i t ' s g o i n g t o b e a s al e s t ax on l ab o r
to repair clunkers or whether it's a sales tax on services, or
whether we have to increase income ta xes or what it takes .
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