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would go o u t t o t h e K - 1 2 s ch o ol d i s t r i c t s ; d o n ' t mat t e r wha t
they do in the school district. Is that right?

SENATOR RA I K ES : Th a t ' s c o r r e c t . I t wou l d b e . . . i t wi l l
be. . . ther e w o u l d b e $8 mi l l i o n l e s s o f st a t e mo n e y t h a t wou l d g o
o ut to support local school districts in the form of state a i d ,
T EEOSA aid .

SENATOR JONES: Yeah , okay. T hank you. I 'm still concerned a
little bit about the $16 million there that we' re going to send
out , o r no t se n d o u t a n ym o r e , a nd t he u n i v e r s i t y i s t a k i n g 1 3 .
I'd like to see them a little clo ser t oget he r b e c au se K - 12
schools, you know, is hurting across the state. And I realize
the university is hurting too, but I st ill think that they
should take the same as K-12's do. Thank you.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Th a n k y o u , Se n at o r J on e s . Sen a t o r Do n
P ederson .

SENATOR D. PEDERSON: Nr . President, members of the Legislature,
I would u r g e y o u t o se r i ous l y cons i d e r t h i s p r opo ~ 1, t hi s
amendment. And ju st m aking a brief comment on wha. Senator
Raikes is having to say, I just heard that for the first time
j us t as you di d , a n d I ' m c e rt a i n t hat w h a t h e i s end e avo r i n g t o
d o is to make it as accurate as possible so that there is n o
misunderstand in g as t o what i t i s t hat wou l d b e d o ne , a n d i t
wil l r eq u i r e a cer t a i n a mount o f m e chan ic s i n conne c t i o n wi t h
t he LB 54 0 . Bu t l e t ' s l oo k b a c k a t wha t h a s h ap p e n e d i n
connec t i o n wi t h t h e u n i v e r s i t y , a s a n e x am p l e . I n t h e sp e c i a l
s ession, November of 2001, we c u t $ 11,200 , 0 0 0 f r om t h e
university system. On the regular session in April of 2002, we
cut $4.5 million from the university system. And in the special
session in August of 2002, we cut $15 million. The effect has
b een a $ 3 1 m i l l i o n c u t t h a t ' s a l r ea d y t a k e n p l a c e i n co n n ec t i o n
with t he un i ve r s i t y sys t e m . And , by and l ar g e , w e h av e t r i ed
very har d t o ke e p K - 1 2 a s wh ol e a s w e c o u l d . Now w ha t i s be i ng
p roposed f o r you t oday i s a p r opo s al t hat i s gene r a l l y i n
agreement a mong t h e v a r i ou s p a r t i e s , an d i f y ou t ak e $16 mi l l i o n
and spread it out over the entire state K-12 system, you see
that as a diff erence in taking it directly from a university
system, w h i c h i s a o n e - e n t i t y sy s t e m. Bu t I t h i n k we h av e t o
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