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might ar g u e t h a t a cu t t o K - 12 e d u ca t i o n o f $ 125 mi l l i o n i s
absurd , o r t he cu t s o f t he mag n i t u d e t ha t t h e Go ve r n o r h a d
reconInended to the university is absurd. I 'm not su re it ' s
appropriate to say thes e things in the paper, although he
cer t a i n l y h a s t h e r i g h t t o d o t ha t . I ' l l t e l l y o u , I ' ve b ee n i n
the Legislature for five years and I think last night was t he
first time that we actually made strides towards making a more
efficient government. Senator Dwite Pedersen handed out papers
t hat s a i d w e h ave one o f t he hi gh e s t , i n t er m s o f pe o p l e s e r v in g
their entire sentence, here in Nebraska we have one of the
highest o f t hat i n t he ent i r e co u n t r y . We have one o f t he
shortes t t i mes o f pe o p l e o n p a r o l e , so w ha t t h a t m e ans t o m e i s
we have people that should be paroled that aren' t. And to say
that we' re simply releasing 500 inmates into society, is...that
is absurd. We, until we start making structural changes to
a ctua l l y r edu c e t h e s i ze o f t hi s gov e r nment , w e w i l l nev e r e v e r
solve t h i s budg e t pr ob l e m. Sur e , we ' l l get t h r ough t h i s
e conomic d own t u r n , bu t we ' l l b e b a c k h e r e i n t wo y e a r s i f we
d on' t d o s ome s i g n i f i ca n t s t r uc t u r a l ch a n ges . And t o m e , a g a i n ,
this is the first time in five years that we' ve actually reduced
t he s i z e o f go v e r nment i n s t e a d o f gr owi n g i t t hr ough var i ous
p rograms an d a d d i n g e m p l o y e e s a n d a dd i n g f a c i l i t i e s an d b u i l d i n g
buildings. That 's the first time that we' ve actually reduced
t he s i ze o f g ov e r n m e nt , an d I ' m p r o u d t o sa y t ha t we d i d i t ;
that we took a step forward and reduced the size of government.
And, Se na t o r Sc h i me k , i f y ou . . . I s e e t h a t y ou h a v e a
reconsideration motion. I' ll be on the same side as I was last
n ight . We d i d t h e r i gh t t h i ng an d I ' l l s t a n d b y t h a t an d I ' l l
say that t o anyone. And as far as Senator Wehrbein said about
the arm-twisting, I haven't read that article but I will te ll
you t h i s ; t h a t an y t i me t h a t I h av e ev e r ha d an ame n d ment
d ra f t e d t h r ou g h t h e App r o pr i a t i o n s C o mmi t t ee st a f f , t he y ha v e
been ab so l u t e l y he l p f u l , ev e n t ho u g h i t ' s p r o b ab l y t h e wr o n g
thing in terms of what the conInittee reconInended or wanted. I
have never experienced where I' ve been shut down or turned aside
o r a n y o f t h a t , f r om a ny c on I n i t t e e f o r t h a t ma t t e r . Th e o t h e r
day I had a n ame ndment t hat Senator Ra ikes w as ab s olutely
o pposed t o , and h i s l ega l cou n se l dr af t e d i t f or m e, S e n a t o r
Raikes reviewed it, found an error that I had done and suggested
ways to make it better, even though he absolutely disagreed with
t he amendment . An d I t h i n k t h e sam e w o u l d b e t r u e wi t h Se n a t o r
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