
TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEG ISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

FLOOR DEBATE

L B 4 0 7M ay 14 , 2 00 3

wil l use my t i me ne x t t i m e t o t el l you w h y I t hi nk w e ' re h e r e
a nd t o t el l you what I t h i nk ab o u t a w h o l e n u mber o f t hi ng s ,
some more r e l e v an t ( l au gh ) t h a n o t h e r s , b u t a l l of wh i ch I f eel
a n eed to s a y . Than k y o u .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Beutler. Senator Vrtiska.

SENATOR VRTISKA: Thank you, Mr. President, members of the body.
I'd like to ask a question, if I could, to Senator Bromm.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Senator Bromm, would yo u re sp ond to a
q uest i o n ?

SENATOR VRTISKA: Sen a t o r Br omn , f i r s t o f a l l , I n ee d t o t e l l
y ou t ha t , ev e n t h o ugh I do n ' t l i ke i t , I t h i nk t hi s i s pr ob a b l y
t he way we' re g o i n g t o h a v e t o g o, b ut I ' d l i ke t o a sk you i f
you could tell me how close this comes to closing the gap?

SENATOR BROMM: I t h i nk , Se n a t o r V r t i sk a , i f we d i d t he d o l l a r s
that we ' re t al k i n g a b out her e , t h e ga p wou l d be appr ox i m a te l y
315. I t h i n k we ' d s t i l l be a t ab ou t 3 15 .

SENATOR VRTISKA: So then the obvious question is, where do we
go f rom here?

S ENATOR BROMM: That's correct. And there may be some othe r
amendments and i f so me o f t ho s e a r e a d o p te d t h a t w e may ge t d o wn
a little bi t mo re, but I think if we get into the vicinity of
somewhere in the 300 area we may have to s ee if the body is
willing to go that r oute, unless there are some other
suggestions. N ow, if you do pu t a price tag o n Senator
Pedersen' s am e ndment l as t ni gh t , wh i c h I hav e n ' t i n gi v i ng y o u
that figure, you do get below that. You do. Depending on
whether t hat ' s wor t h 8 o r 7 or 11, what e v e r y o u p u t o n t hat ,
t hat woul d b e a n a d d i t i on a l r ed u c t i o n . I woul d p r e f er t o . . . I
would prefer perhaps, even if that stays in law, to perhaps not
consider that in our budget and over budget in case something
d evel op s t h a t t ha t d o e sn ' t wo r k o u t . Bu t t h a t ' s n o t t a k en i n t o
a ccount i n t he f i gu r e s t h a t I j us t ga v e y o u .

SENATOR VRTISKA: Well, I appreciate your work and the w ork of
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