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g iv e t he m t he ad eq u a t e ed u c a t i o n t h a t t h e y n e e d , whe t h e r t he y be
in rural Neb raska o r they be in the city of Omaha or Lincoln.
A nd we' re attempting to find that balance. Ev erybody tells m e
ther e ' s l o t s o f mo n ey sq u a n d e r e d a t t h e ed u c a t i on l e ve l . Th e n
t ha t ' s t h e l o c a l s ch o ol b o a r d d ec i s i o n . I f t h a t ' s .

. . t h a t ' s wh a t
we have in Nebraska, is the local sc hool bo ards m a kii.g the
decisions, and if there's some changes that ought to be made,
t hen s c h oo l b o a r d s n e e d t o ma k e i t . Bu t a t t h i s p o i n t we ' r e
t r y i n g t o p r ov i de a deq u a t e f un d i n g, s t a t e a i d , i n t he c a se o f
K-12 and we' re trying to fund higher education t o the deg r ee .
And I have yet to u nderstand to say that the cuts that we' ve
made to higher education at this point have been mild, and h e re
we. .. i f we . . . ev e n i f we p a s s t h i s ame n dment , w e' re g o i ng t o a d d
several million dollars worth of cuts. And if you' ve read the
details o f Wayne and Cha dron and Peru and the University of
Nebraska, and the University of Nebraska at Kearney, those cu ts
are serious an d de e p a lr eady, and we' re going to ask them to
take some more per this amendment. But I'm willing to go t h ere
and t hat ' s why I ' m suppo r t i ng t h i s am e ndment , i f t her e wi l l
be. . .

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: ...some others be able to buy i nto the
seriousness of this situation and, once again, not totally
balance our budget on the backs of education. And it's kind of
i nteresting, yo u see, that we ...that co rrections ar e
untouchable. At least there ought to have been a response to
say, we' ll look at it; I totally disagree with it, but we' ll
look at it; it's something we ought to do. We cut some money
out of State Patrol, $2.5 million as I recall that was not taken
by the Governor. So I thi nk we are looking under a lot of
stones, in spite of the accusations that we' ve had, and I' ve
enumerated many times about the tens and the twenties and the
thirties thousands of dollars we took trying to pr eserve some
service to this state. So I en dorse this. I h ope that a few
more of you, at least, if not all, will buy into this compromise
a t t empt t o t r y t o f i n d s om e c o mmon g r o u n d t o t r y t o mee t t h e
needs and the ability to pay of this state, realizing that it is
i nc r e a se d r ev e n u e .
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