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university, no nothing. 1I've got nothing. I don't think you do
either, Senator Redfield. We have districts that don't have any
state facilities, so I'm going to come at this without any
particular need to defend it for any particular reason, but
actually for a very specific reason. Saying that we should
close a facility because we don't 1like spending money on
Corrections, to me, 1isn't getting at the crux of the problem.
The crux of the problem is we've doubled our prison population
in ten vyears. Now some people say, gee, that's great; we got
everybody locked up. But take a look at who is there. We are
locking up people we didn't used to lock up. We have a lot of
people with mental illness. They end up there because they'd
self-medicate. They have dual diagnosis. That means they're
substance abuse addicted; they have mental illness. They cause
lots of problems. They're extremely difficult prisoners and
they're in our facilities because we failed at the community
level to help get treatment. We had an amendment up here a
couple. . .maybe last week, where we would have taken some money
from alcohol taxes and dealt with substance abuse treatment,
which affects a huge number of prisoners, which directly relates
to crime. And we don't want to do that. So we just say bring
on the prisoners; don't make any changes. I've carried bills to
look at sentencing guidelines, to try to get to disparities that
happen within our system that result particularly in racial and
ethnic and actually gender disparities in the way our criminals
are processed. We don't want to get to any of the root causes,
so we're going to pretend that we don't have prisoners coming in
the door and just say, well, we're 3just going to close the
prison. They haven't been creative enough out there, and we're
going to take some risks that we're going to have problems in
the prisons with overcrowding. We're going to have problems for
the people who work there, in safety issues. And I don't think
we're ready to do that just because we're frustrated we're
spending too much on Corrections in this state. We need to get
at the root causes of the problem, and we need to have
treatment. We need to have those preventive services that are
out in the community. And we could do that. We could do that
with Senator Jensen's amendment last week, but we don't want to
commit the funds to do that. Never get to it; we've had study
after study after study. Senator Brashear's community
corrections bill is going to get to part of that problem, but we
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