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adopted. N r . C l e rk . We are now back to Senator Dw ite
Pedersen's amendment as it was amended. L ights are still on.
Senator Smith, followed by Senators Janssen, Thompson, Wehrbein,
Don Pederson, and Stuhr. Senator Smith.

SENATOR SMITH: Thank you, Mr. President and members. W hat wa s
originally going to be a bold vote certainly diminishes as we
delay t h e b o l d n ess o f t he vot e , and t hat ' s why I r i se i n
opposition to this. I believe that it places a relief measure
t hat ha s f al s e h o pe . W e ' r e a l r e a d y t a l k i n g a b ou t s t udy i n g t he
i ssue , s t udy i n g t hat suppo se d bo l d mov e , a n d I bel i e v e t ha t
we' re j us t de l a y i n g i t . And t hat ' s w h y I can ' t suppo r t t hi s ,
and I hope that we can utilize our resources wisely on...in the
measure of time, and in the measure of staff time, to approach
t his issue ...the budget is sue in gene ral, a little mo re
straightforward rather than delaying some of these decisions.
T hank y ou , N r . Pr e s i de n t .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Smith. Senator Janssen,
on the Dwite Pedersen amendment.

SENATOR JANSSEN: Thank you, Senator Cudaback, members o' the
Legi s l a t u r e . Whe n I g o h om e t o t h e d i s t r i c t , y o u kn o w, I t r y t o
e xplai n t o p e o p l e w ha t t h e b i g g es t p a r t o f our bud ge t i s , and w e
all know . It 's th r e e th i ngs : edu cation, Corrections, and
Medicaid. That's about 86 percent of our budget. Well, folks,
we' re t ak i ng a whack at one o f t ho s e t hr e e o f t he b i g t hr ee .
And I think that this will...this will show our constituents and
the people of this state that we are serious. It's not a large
a mount o f mone y , b u t i t ' s par t of t he b i g t hr e e. Wha t ' s goi n g
to be next? I'm sure there will be amendments and bills that
are going to take a whack at the others. We' ve already started
on education, Health and Human Services. T hat's all going to
hurt someone. B ut maybe...maybe this will bring the people in
this state to realizing that we are serious down here. W e are
t ry i n g t o cor r e ct t he def i c i t we ' v e g o t . I don ' t l i ke t o do
what we' re doing here, but I believe it's the means by w here
we' re going to have to come to, to an agreement so that we can
balance this budget, one step at a time. The only problem is
we' re j u st got a few days left. Maybe we should have been
l ook i n g a t t h i s way b a ck w h e n , ea r l i e r i n t h e se ss i o n , b u t i t
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