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SENATOR SCHIMEK: Thank you, Mr. President and members. Senator
Raikes , wou l d y ou r e p ea t wh a t y ou j u s t sa i d ? (L au g h t e r ) I
d on' t k n o w i f t h e r e ' s a so u l o n t h i s f l o o r who f o l l owe d t h a t ,
but I appreciate your remarks. M embers, I need to explain my
l ast little speech . I thoug ht I was bei n g dra matic a n d
everybody else thought I was mad. But I thought maybe I missed
my ca l l i n g ; ma y b e I sh o u l d h av e b e e n an a c t r e s s a f t e r a l l . I d o
want to , m aybe i n a m o r e d i g n i f i ed manner , s a y t o y ou bas i cal l y
a l o t o f wh a t Se n at o r Ra i k e s j u s t s a i d , a nd t h a t i s t h e r e a r e a
l o t o f p l a ce s t h a t we c ou l d cu t on t he s pu r o f t h e mom e nt . We
c ould cut Per u and i t wou l d be $ 1 4 m i l l i on t hi s co m i ng y e a r ,
$16 million the next year. We could cut th e reg ional c e nter,
Norfol k Reg i o na l Cent e r or t he Li ncol n R e g i o na l C e n t e r , but
everybody talks about Norfolk. Be $16 ,903,000 this year ; be
$ 17,499 , 00 0 n e x t y ea r . An d we c ou l d d o i t . We c ou l d d o i t
r i gh t h e r e t o n i g h t o n t h e spu r o f t h e mom e n t . Bu t i s t h a t a
g ood w ay t o ma k e po l i cy ? I d on ' t t h i nk s o . An d y ou m a y v e r y
wel l b e r i g h t . We m ay v e r y we l l b e a b l e t o c u t t h e L i n co l n
Correc t i on a l Ce n t e r a nd i t may b e t h e r i g h t t h i ng t o do . Bu t
I 'm no t g o i ng t o b e a b l e t o t e l l my co n s t i t u e n t s r i gh t n ow t h a t
i t wa s t h e r i g h t t h i n g t o d o b e c au s e I h a v en ' t a c l u e wh e t h e r
i t ' s t h e r i gh t t h i n g t o d o o r n o t . We d on ' t kn o w w h a t k i n d o f
a n i mp a c t t h a t wo u l d ha v e . We ' v e h e a r d t a l k e d ab o u t t h e f a c t
t hat t h e r e a r e a ce r t a i n n um be r o f me d i um / max i mum s e c u r i t y b e d s
at all of our prisons. This one, LCC, happens to have 500. The
problem is, when you close that prison or that center, you' re
not going to be able to take those people and release them,
probably. You ' re going to have to put them in Tecumseh or the
pen. And the reason we built Tecumseh is because we needed more
medium/maximum security beds. So does that really make sense?
I s t h er e no t a bet t er w a y t h a t w e c o u l d t r ans i t i on t hi s a n d s a v e
money'? I d on ' t ne c e s sa r i l y t h i nk t ha t we s hould c l o s e M c Cook o r
that we should close the Omaha juvenile center. It seems to me
those have very good reasons for existence. But that's what the
C orrections center (sic) chose. Was their choice based on a
choice that they made because they wanted to put out the least
l i ke l y t o da n g l e i n f r on t of us , i n f r ont o f t he App r o p r i at i on s
Committee, the least li kely tha t would be clos ed, so that
n oth i n g w o u l d b e c l o se d? Di d t h e y n o t p u t o u t t h e L i n co l n
Correc t i o n a l Ce n t e r b e ca u s e t h ey t ho u g h t t h a t t h a t mi g h t b e t h e
t h in g t h at t h e Ap p r op r i a t i o n s C o mmi t t ee w o u l d j u s t l a t ch o n t o
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