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show / There was the same o0ld _.oot-'em-up and the same old
rodeo / Salty Sam was trying to stuff Sweet Sue in a burlap
sack / He said, 'If you don't give me the deed to your ranch /
I'm going to throw you on the railroad track!'" Well, Senator
Schimek is right. The train is coming. People can be on the
track if they want to. The Department of Corrections is on the
track. The Legislature will be dealing with one of the fastest
growing budgets in the state, as was pointed out. We are not
talking about shutting down the Department of Corrections.
We're not talking about turning loose everybody who is locked
up. We are talking about addressing a very serious problem that

is growing increasingly severe and no solution in sight. We
have a responsibility as a Legislature to set policy, then
oversee the implementation of that policy. As I thave said

before, it 1is not what the Legislature says in the law, it is
what those who administer and apply the law do with it. This is
why the Legislature needs to exercise more active and serious
oversight. If they want to tell us we're intruding, we tell
them, you call it whatever you want to. We spend the money. We
want accountability. We enact statutes, and we expect them to
be obeyed. You've got an institution full of people who are
here because they purportedly violated the law. Well, what do
we do with Corrections people who disregard our laws? So far,
we've done nothing. This is a step in the right direction, not
just an exercise in oversight, but it is go.ng to show that we
will not go along with continued building and building and
building, and we have not just the cost of construction but the
cost of administration. And it grows like Topsy. I won't tell
you all who Topsy was. 1It's in literature, American literature,
if you want to call American literature literature rather than
litter. But check it out and you will see what it is that I'm
talking about. I hope we will now adopt Senator Dwite
Pedersen's amendment. We can have a study resolution. Any and
everybody will have the opportunity to offer input. And if the
Corrections people come, they better have their books and they
better have them in order. They better have name, date, service
number and everything else. And as far as dates and
specifics, ...

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

6628



