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show / The r e wa s t he sa me o l d .af oo t - ' e m- u p a n d t h e s am e o l d
rodeo / Sa l ty Sa m was try ing to stuff Sweet Sue in a burlap
sack / H e s a i d , ' I f y o u d o n ' t g i ve m e t h e d e e d t o you r r anch /
I'm going to throw you on the railroad track!'' Well, Senator
Schimek is right. The train is coming. P eople can be on the
track if they want to. T he Department of Corrections is on the
tr a ck . Th e L eg i s l at u r e wi l l b e de a l i n g wi t h on e o f t h e f a s t e s t
g rowin g b u d g e t s i n t h e st a t e , a s wa s po i n t ed ou t . We a r e n o t
talking about shutting d own the Department o f Co rrections.
We' re not talking about turning loose everybody who is locked
up. We are talking about addressing a very serious problem that
is growing increasingly severe and no solution in sight. We
have a res ponsibility a s a Legis lature to set policy, then
oversee t h e i mp l em e n t a t i on o f t h a t p o l i cy . As I Nav e sa i d
before, it is not what the Legislature says in the law, it is
what those who administer and apply the law do with it. This is
why the Legislature needs to exercise more a ctive a nd ser ious
oversight . I f t hey want t o t e l l us we ' r e i nt r udi n g , w e t e l l
t hem, you c a l l i t what e v e r y o u wan t t o . We spe n d t h e money . W e
want accountability. We enact statutes, and we expect them to
be o b eyed . You ' ve got an i ns t i t u t i on f ul l of peop l e who a r e
here because they purportedly violated the law. W e ll, what do
we do w i th Corrections people who disregard our laws? So far,
we' ve done nothing. This is a step in the right direction, not
just an exe rcise in oversight, but it is go.'ng to show that we
wil l n o t go al o n g wi t h cont i nu e d bu i l di ng and bu i l di ng and
building, and we have not just the cost of construction but the
c ost of administration. And it grows like Topsy. I won't te ll
you all who Topsy was. It's in literature, American literature,
i f you want t o ca l l Am e r i c a n l i t er a t u r e l i t e r at u r e r at h e r t ha n
l i t t e r . Bu t ch e ck i t ou t a nd y ou wi l l s ee wh a t i t i s t ha t I ' m
t a l k i n g a b ou t . I h op e we wi l l n ow a do p t Sen a t o r Dwi t e
Pedersen's amendment. We can have a study resolution. Any and
everybody wi l l have t he o p p o r t u n i t y t o of f er i npu t . And i f t he
Corrections people come, they better have their books and they
better have them in order. They better have name, date, service
number and everything el se. And a s far as date s and
speci f i c s , . . .

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.
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