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o ffender s i n LCC, bu t not a l l t he i nmat es . . . t he b i gge s t
percentage of them are not sex o ffenders. T here is a sex
offender t r e a t ment f ac i l i t y t her e , but . . .

SENATOR ENGEL: Okay. B u t where do they...where will the y go
t hen, Senato r ?

SENATOR Dw. PEDERSEN: They can segregate them at one of the
o ther institutions, OCC, th e Omaha Co r rectional C enter, t h e
Nebraska state pen, the same way they segregated the alcohol and
drug treatment facility.

SENATOR ENGEL: O kay . So we' ll be freeing up enough prisoners
across the system, nonviolent ones, to make room so we can still
keep those violent ones b ehind bars. Is that what you ' re
t e l l i n g m e ?

SENATOR Dw. PEDERSEN: Ye s , s i r .

SENATOR ENGEL: Ok a y . We l l , t h a t ' s t h e q u e s t i o n s I ha d . Tha n k
you. I r et u r n t he r e st o f m y t i m e t o t he C h a i r .

S ENATOR CUDABACK: Th a n k y o u . Se n a t o r Do n Pe d e r s o n .

SENATOR D. PEDERSON: Mr . President, members of the Legislature,
t here have been some very i nt er e s t i n g c omments made . I can t e l l
some senators , l i ke o n e s i t t i ng r i g ht i n f r on t o f me , i s a
little upset about this proposal. (Laugh) Senator Schimek is
not thrilled with the idea. B ut, you know, there aren't any
s afe t h i n g s t o d o i n t h i s wo r l d . Bu t on e t h i ng t ha t we n e e d t o
do i s w ha t i t t akes t o t r y and g e t a par e - d own of ou r budget .
And we' re certainly not getting it by coming back every year and
dealing with increases such as we have seen in Corrections. So
I think it's very important that we start to make a step in this
direction and, in a sense, it's too bad that we' re doing it this
way on the floor, but it's certainly far better to do it t h is
w ay t h a n i t i s never t o do i t at a l l . And I t hi nk w e n e e d t o
s tart to make these changes. I thi n k w e need t o take a
di f f e r en t v i ew o f Cor r ec t i on s . I t h i nk w e n e e d t o s t a r t bei ng
more realistic about Corrections and not just perpetuating t he
program, as has been the case in the seven years that I' ve been

6622


