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wanted to close. The se are rather unique fac ilities, a s I
u nders t an d i t , an d I h a ve b ee n t o l d wi t h i n t h e l a st f e w d ay s
t hat , i f yo u c l o s e NcC o ok , t h e j u d g es wi l l b e f o r c e d t o se n d a l l
o f t h o s e p r i s on e r s d i r e c t l y t o a p e n i t e n t i a r y . Th e r e wo n ' t b e
any choice. So I find it interesting that the Department of
Corrections proposed that we close these two facilities. Mayb e
they didn't w ant a ny facilities c losed a nd they wanted to
cont i n u e t h e b u r ea u c r a c y t h a t t he y ha v e e st ab l i sh e d . One o f t h e
t h i n gs , a nd I ' d a sk a qu e st i o n o f Se n a t o r Dwi t e Pe d e r se n , i f
h e' s a v ai l a b l e .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Senator Dwite Pedersen. Is he on the floor?

SENATOR JOHNSON: This is the question that I wanted to ask him.
Are the costs of the prisoners' families included in the savings
of the $1 0 million. While the s e peo ple a r e incarcerated,
they' re not working, they' re not su pporting t heir f .milies;
therefore, their families go on public assistance as well. So I
think we'd pr obably l ose more than the $10 million that we' re
talking about. Senator Pedersen,...

SENATOR CUDABACK : Se n a t o r Pe d e r s e n .

SENATOR JOHNSON: .. .does the cost of.

SENATOR Dw. PEDERSEN: Ye s , Sen a t o r .

SENATOR JOHNSON: . . . yo u r $ 1 0 mi l l i o n s av i ng , i s t ha t o n l y t h e
direct costs in the prison system itself, or is it an expanded
c ost f o r t he ca r e o f t he i r f am i l i es , a n d s o o n ?

SENATOR Dw. PEDERSEN: No, it's only the c ost o f the pris on,
S enato r .

SENATOR JOH NSON: I wo u l d su sp e c t t ha t t h e r e ' s a v e r y
significant difference and it actually ends up costing a lo t
more t ha n t h e $ 1 0 mi l l i o n we ' r e t a l k i ng ab ou t . We l l , I ' m g o i n g
to support both of these because, whereas it's a bold idea l ate
in the session, maybe it's about time for bold ideas. We have
p lenty o f t i m e t o adj u s t t o t hi s , and I t hi nk i t ' s a goo d i de a .
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