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f ac i l i t y a nd we n e e d i t . Th a t ' s wh a t Te cu m seh i s , pe o p l e , a n d
that is wh at NSP is, is a maximum security facility. And they
m ix them any way they want. You can ask war dens a cross th e
c ount r y . I h a v e t ou r e d h u nd r e d s o f p r i so n s , t a l k e d t o l o t s o f
wardens an d p e o p l e , an d o ne o f t h e t h i ng s t h ey ' l l t e l l y o u ,
c las s i f i ca t i on i s a wa y o f man a g ement o f p o p u l a t i o n . Some o f u s
have been aw are of that. L ike Senator Chambers said, we tell
t hem what to do. I think it's their job to do it. I will te l l
you I ha v e a heartache with this , also; that is, that the
f ac i l i t y t ha t I h a ve ch o s e t o p u t o n t he b l o ck , L i n co l n
Correctional Center, i s to me by far the best institution that
t he Depa r t men t o f Co r r e c t i o n s h a s , wi t h t he p eo p l e w ho r u n i t .
I t ' s t he i n s t i t u t i on t hat I en j o y v i s i t i n g t he mo s t . I ' m n o t
s aying t h e o t h e r s a r e b a d . I ' m j u s t sa y i ng t h i s i s a t o p n ot c h
f ac i l i t y . Bu t we ' r e b a ck t o d o l l a r s . We ' r e b a ck t o l o ck i ng up
p eople t h at d on ' t n e ed t o b e l o ck e d f o r t h i s l e ng t h o f p e r i od o f
t ime , n o t f o r wh a t t he y we r e s en t e n ce d . .

. they ' r e se r v i ng mu c h
more time than what they were sentenced for. And a lot of them
are not violent. And even those that are should have some t ime
that they have supervised release. It's time for us to make a
m ove, and I be l i e v e t h a t t i m e i s no w . Tha n k y o u .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Th a nk y o u , Sen a t o r Ped e r se n . Se n a t o r
Johnson, followed by Senators Schimek, Engel, Senator Don
Pederson , a n d J a n s s e n , a n d o t h e r s .

SENATOR JOHNSON: Senator Cudaback and members of the body, last
summer when I arrived in this Chamber, we cu t so m e 30 to 40
million dollars from higher education. The Governor's proposed
budget for us to consider this time was t hat we were to cut
anothe r $ 1 30 mi l l i o n f r om h i g he r e du ca t i o n . A t t he s ame t i me
that we' re doing this fo r the fin est cit izens i n Neb raska,
cutting them 160-170 m il lion dollars, th e Dep artment o f
Corrections' budget is proposed to go up another $ 30 mi l l i o n .
I t i s t h e f a s t e s t g r o wi ng bu d g e t we h a v e ­ - 14 pe r c e n t p e r y ea r .
We like to brag in Nebraska that we have the best people of a ny
place in the world, and yet we lock them up right and left and
can' t p a r o l e t h e m. L a s t . . . a t the start of th is yea r, the
Department o f Cor rections wa s a sked to submit cut ting and
closing facilities. It's kind of interesting to m e that the y
t ook NcC oo k a n d t he f a c i l i t y i n Oma h a f o r t h e o n e s t " a t t h e y
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