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o f t i m e s w h en , a t l ea s t wh en I ' m co n s i de r i n g b u dg e t cu t s , I ' m
concerned ab o u t t he n u mber o f p e o p l e t h a t m ig h t b e l ai d of f and
t he impact i t mi g h t ha v e o n t he i r f am il i es . Wel l , i f t hey ' r e
having , and t r u l y ar e st i l l hav i n g , a s t af f i ng p r o b l e m down at
Tecumseh, why, this might make sense to transfer some of these
employees. Again, I rise in s upport of Senator Dwite
Pedersen' s (s i c ) del a y i n g d a t e a n d I r i se i n suppo rt of t he
underlying amendment. It makes sense, and until we make
structural changes in how we spend in this s tate, we' ll never
r esolve t h e b u dget s i t ua t i o n . Tha n k y o u .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Bourne. Senator Nines,
followed by Senator Chambers.

SENATOR NINES: Thank you, Nr. P resident, colleagues. Senator
Pedersen, you have them shook up behind the glass. I' ll give
you credit for that. I supp ort Senator Don Pederson's
amendment. It c e rtainly makes this a better bill. And I'm not
sure wha t I ' d do wi t h Se na t o r Dwi t e Pe d e r se n ' s b i l l . I t ' s
i nnova t i v e , i t ' s a g g r e s s i v e . I t ' s t h e t h i n g t h a t t ho s e o f u s
that profess to be tax-cutters like. On the other hand, y ou' ve
heard all the arguments. It moves very quickly, and even a year
may or may not be enough time to pull this off in a responsible,
respectable way. If we look at this as business would look at
it, when a business is bleeding and when they need to m ake
drastic and dramatic cuts or changes, there is a very clear
planning process, and you identify where you' re going to make
t hose c u t s . I n t h i s ca se , t h i s ame n dment w o u l d i d e n t i f y c l o s i ng
t hi s f ac i l i t y . And t hen y o u d ea l w i t h al l t he per i ph e r y . You
deal w i t h t he p e o p l e a n d a l l t he ot h e r i nc i de n t a l s , a n d n o t t hat
people ar e i nc i d e n t a l , b ut yo u d e a l w i t h t he mi nut i a o f what
goes with that. And I think we owe it, as a body, to ourselves
and to t h e c o n s t i t u e n t s w e s e r v e t o m ake s u r e t h a t t hi s i s t he
right direction. A ye ar may very well be enough time to plan
and, quite frankly, if this amendment passes, the gun is to our
head and to the head of the Department of Corrections, and maybe
i t w o r k s . So me t h i ng t h a t I ha v en ' t h e a r d , a nd I a p o l o g i ze , I ' v e
been i n a nd o u t o f t he Ch amb e r , I wo n de r i f Sen a t o r Dwi t e
Pedersen would yield, please.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Senator Dwite Pedersen, would you yield to a

6613


