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we' re a b ou t t o do , a nd I wou l d j u s t ca u t i o n yo u a l l no t t o g e t
stampeded into this. If w e accept the Don Pederson amendment,
that does give the department more time to m ake a transition,
b ut i t a l s o p u t s t he i r who l e p r o g r a m i n l i mb o . L e t ' s j u st say
that next year...well, let's just say th a t we do pass th is
amendment w ith t he Don Pederson amendment and the department
then is lingering over the summer and fall into next y ear, and
t hen t he r e ' s a b i l l i n t r o du c ed ne x t y e a r t o r e i n s t a t e t h e
Lincoln Correctional Center. I mean, you' ve...given time, that
could happen . We cou ld rev erse ou r position. Mean while,
t hey ' r e s t i l l i n l i mb o . T he y s t i l l do n ' t k n ow f o r s u r e wh a t ' s
g oin g t o h app en . So I do n ' t t h i nk t h i s i s a go o d t h i ng t o d o
r i gh t n o w. I t h i n k i t ma y b e a go o d t h i ng t o d o , b u t n o t r i g h t
n ow. I was t o l d b y St ev e Ki ng t ha t t h e L i n c o l n Co r r e c t i o na l
Center has 500 medium/maximum security beds in it, 500. Now the
reason we built Tecumseh is because we needed med ium/maximum
security beds, and tha t's what we' ve got at Tecumseh, 960 of
them. And if we try to put 50 0 mo r e p ri soners i n the r e ...I
mean, you' re not going to be able to release these prisoners.
They' re going to have to go somewhere. You can maybe re lease
some of the others that are in the other institutions. As I
understand it anyway, you' re not going to b e ab le to re le ase
these. So you' re really setting us up to have a lot of problems
in our correctional system unless a lot more thought is given to
t h i s . An d I wou l d b e . . . I wo u l d b e i n t e r e st e d i n se e i n g n ex t
year what we could do with this. But to do it on th e sp ur o f
t he n i g h t . . .spur of the moment, late in the evening, I just
d on' t t h i n k t h a t ' s a g oo d w a y t o co n du c t p u b l i c p o l i cy . An d I
would encourage yo u to not on ly def eat t h e Dwite Pedersen
amendment but to defeat the Don Pederson amendment as well. I
t h in k i t l e av e s t o o mu c h u p i n t he a i r . Th a n k y ou .

SENATOR VRTISKA: Thank you, Senator Schimek. Senator Beutler.

SENATOR BEUTLER: Senator Vrtiska, members of the Legislature, I
think this is an unreasonably precipitous action. Nobody knows
t he i m p l i c a t i o n s o f t h i s , an d I do n ' t t h i n k a ny b o d y c an p r e t en d
t o kn o w t h e i mp l i c a t i on s o f t h i s a l l a r ou n d : h ow y ou d e a l wi t h
the workers; w hat rights they would have; whethe r they
get . . . what so r t s o f b e n e f i t s o r t e r mi na t i o n r i g h t s t h ey wou l d
have; whether you could actually fit the pri soners, an d the n
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