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they' re out of the system, we don't have a problem, because you
have new pe op l e comi n g i n . I ' m t r y i n g t o e x pl a i n t ha t a s j u s t
an indication of why you have to do an analysis and have a plan.
The much greater pro blem is one wh ic h Senator Pede rsen
participated on the com nunity corrections working group,
together with Senator B o urne a nd my s e lf, for , what, 14-1 6
months. Ou r co nstitution is not like the constitution in other
states. The provisions with regard to parole are not t he same
as in other states. Th ere are places where parole is a part of
the executive branch of the government and the Governor can tell
t he Pa r o l e Boa r d wha t he . . .what k i nd of po l i cy , a t t i t ude ,
philosophy, and appr oach he w ants the Parole Board to pursue.
Ours sa y s . . .o u r pr ov i s i o n o f t he Nebr a s k a C o n s t i t ut i on sa y s t he
Legis l a t u r e s ha l l pr ov i de by l aw f o r t he e st ab l i shm ent o f a
Board of Parole and the qualifications of i ts m emb ers. Said
board, or a majority thereof, shall have power to grant paroles
after conviction and judgment, under such conditions as m ay be
prescribed by law for any offenses, and so forth. . t ' s i n t he
discr e t i o n o f t he boa r d . We hav e l i t i ga t i on a n d c a s ~ l a w i n t he
state of Nebraska that indicates that we can't tell t he Paro le
Board what to do and neither can the Governor. We' ve had people
make whole or portions of or all of their political career over
playing with those issues. So our closing th e pris on doe s n' t
mean the Parole Board has to respond. T hey have an independent
constitutional responsibility. If they decline to do so, we' ll
be the people who didn 't know what we were doing when we did
what we d i d o n t h e n i g h t o f Nay 13 . Ag a i n , I want t o re pe a t I ' m
not opposed, I'm not opposed to closing. . .

SENATOR VRTISKA: One minute.

SENATOR BRASHEAR: ...correctional facilities and to pursuing
that i s sue a nd p l a nn i n g i t . How wo u l d . . .what ar e our uni on
contra ct s a n d w hat ar e th e i s su e s re l a t e d to t he pe r sonn e l who
are a t t hi s ce nt e r ? How wi l l t hey be ha ndl e d ? Wha t i s t he
liability for closing this facility? W hat are we g oi ng to do
with t h e D ia g n o s t i c a n d E v a l u a t i o n C e n t e r w h i c h i s . . . wh i c h w e ' r e
not closing, which is principally supported in terms of its
servi ce s o u t of t he L i nco l n C o r re c t i on a l Ce n t e r ' ? I ' m not sa y i ng
don't close the facility. I'm not saying don't adopt t he Do n
Pederson amendment. I agree. We can continue to talk about the
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